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Studies on PSP (Paralytic Shellfish Poison) Compositions
When Heated under Pressure as Related to the
Canning Process of Toxic Scallops

Manabu Asakawa*, Atsushi Itba* and Keiichi Orsur*

Abstract

The composition of PSP (Paralytic Shellfish Poison) was examined after being heated

under pressure.

The gonyautoxin (GTX,_,) and saxitoxin (neo STX, STX) groups, which were derived
from toxic scallops Patinopecten yessoensis in Funka Bay, Hokkaido, were used in this study.
The scallops were extracted with acidic ethanol and the extract, which was defatted with
chloroform, was chromatographed on Bio-Gel P-2. A portion of crude PSP solution thus
obtained was heated under pressure (121°C for 15 min). The heated PSP solution was
successively chromatographed on Sep-Pak C-18 and Amberlite CG-50 II to isolate the GTX
and STX groups. The compositions of both groups were analyzed by fluorodensitometry.

The compositions of heated PSP solutions, aforementioned, were as follows: the GTX
group consisted of GTX, (16%), GTX, (55%,) and GTX, (29%); the STX group consisted

of neoSTX (12%) and STX (88%).

The compositions of unheated PSP solutions were as follows : the GTX group consisted
of GTX, (6%), GTX, (57%) and GTX, (37%,); the STX group consisted of neoSTX (6%,)

and STX (949%,).

Compared with that of the standard canning procedures, the heating condition used in
this experiment was considered to be milder. Judging from the results as mentioned above,
it is assumed that conversions, such as GTX, — GTX,, GTX, —8TX or GTX,—

neoSTX — 8TX occur during the canning process, along with detoxification.
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Fig. 1. Electrophoretic patterns of the toxins isolated from heated and unheated PSP
Solution.
A: GTX group isolated from unheated PSP solution.
B: GTX group isolated from PSP solution heated at 121°C for 15 min with
autoclave,
: 8TX group isolated from unheated PSP solution.
: STX group isolated from PSP solution heated at 121°C for 15 min with
autoclave. ‘
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Table 1. Fluorodensitometry of PSP components.
D

Sample GTX 1 GTX 2 GTX 3
A 16% 55% 29%
B 6% 57% 37%

A: GTX group isolated from unheated PSP solution.
B: GTX group isolated from PSP solution heated at 121°C for 15
min with autoclave.

(I
Sample neoSTX STX
A 12% 88%
B &% 94%

A: 8TX group isolated from unheated PSP solution.
B : STX group isolated from PSP solution heated at 121 for 15 min
with autoclave.
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D &, pH 6.0 DY EEMIRAS pHT0 OFHIRIE BT RRETHHZ LxPBETE L L L
HEMTLAAAIMTIZ L 5 PSP BLADOHES pH 5 L CIMBASHOMHREDGRIC LY, 105
BRI iTbhTuwb EHEL, £, BAGY X, BEBETTREELINSE PSP THH-TE
TaF b X VBRED C-IIMICREB- AT A EETHERSE, FHMETImAT L LR
BETHY, BB ATARBRBC /AR v AREI LSBT ZEALR LD LEBE LT3,

LSEDOEBRICRIT B IESLER, bABT—RICEA STV REGRESEE KT 5
W (L RINE: Bk ER—KEfi— 2 KINE: BKER- K- B HE) wib~s L g4k
BEThh, AR, BEROFOHOSHEE L b GTX1 - GTX2, GTX3 — STX, & 5\ i1,
GTX1 — neoSTX — STX @ k 5 7z PSP o0 FH@ELE 2 bh 5,

SEERFERLRE 2513, GTX5, GTXS8, GTX8 = &' < —Zn{EHFEM4 O PSP 4 i1
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