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Distribution, migration and spawning grounds of adult
walleye pollock Theragra chalcogramma in the coastal
waters of Hiyama Subprefecture, Hokkaido

Tatsuaki MaEDa*, Toyomi TaAkaHASHI*
and Toshikuni NakaTant*

Abstract

The coastal waters from Kudo to Otobe, Hiyama Subprefecture, is one of the spawning
grounds of walleye pollock Theragra chalcogramma in the northeast Japan Sea. In order to
elucidate their spawning behavior, the distribution of adults and eggs of walleye pollock and
the hydrographic condition were investigated during the spawning seasons of 1983 and 1984.
On the whole, both of temperature and salinity in this area in 1984 were low compared with
those of 1983. Such an annual change in the hydrographic condition reflects the behavior of
Tsushima Warm Current originated from Kuroshio. In both years, the temperature from the
surface to the middle water in the northern area (off Kudo) fluctuated widely in contrast to
that of the southern area from Otobe to Ainuma, where a large number of walleye pollock
were caught. The fish images from an echo-sounder and the depth profile of the temperature
showed that walleye pollock were distributed in the middle layer (160~260 m depth) from
the continental shelf to offshore ranging from 2° to 3.5°C. Judging from the distribution of
adults and eggs in early life stages, it is obvious that the spawning grounds of walleye pollock
in both years were formed on the continental shelf from Otobe to Ainuma (120~200 m
depth), though the annual change in the hydrographic condition was observed. It has been
believed that the spawners of walleye pollock migrate along the west coast of Hokkaido from
Musashi Bank in the northern Japan Sea. But the results in this paper suggest that the
adults of this species migrate from off the southern area of Okushiri Island to the continental
shelf (off Otobe~ Ainuma).
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Fig. 1. Annual change in catch of walleye pollock in Shiribeshi and Hiyama Subprefectures of
Hokkaido, east coast of Korea Peninsula, and east coast of South Korea.
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Fig. 2. Location for hydrographic condition and sampling location for walleye pollock col-
lected by midwater long-line in the coastal waters of Hiyama Subprefecture, Hokkaido.
Hydrographic stations

A : January 24, 1983 @: January 6, 1984 ©: February 18, 1984
Walleye pollock (a):
No. 1-No. 5: January 24, 1983, No.6: February 18, 1984.
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Fig. 3. Horizontal distribution of
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(- - -%o0) at 200 m depth in the coastal
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Fig. 4. Relationship between vertical profile

of temperature (——°C) and salinity
(- - -%o) from the surface to 300m
depth and echogram of walleye pollock.

(A): off Kudo on January 24, 1983

(B): from Otobe to Kumaishi on Jan-
uary 24, 1983

(C): from Ainuma to Kudo on Janu-
ary 6, 1984

(D) : from Otobe to Kudo on Febru-
ary 18, 1984

(E): from Otobe to Kumaishi on Feb-

ruary 18, 1984.
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Table 1. Abundance (n/10 m®) of walleye pollock eggs obtained by horizontal tows with a
Norpac net at the surface in the coastal waters of Hiyama Subprefecture, Hokkaido

Stage
Date St. Total
I 11 I v v Others
1 09( 60) 7.9(523) 6.1(404) 02(L3) 0 15.1
2 | 06(222) 03(1L1) 12(445) 0.4( 148) 02(74)| 271
3 o 0 0 0.2(100 ) 0 0 0.2
«21211- 4] o 0 0 0 0 0 0
1983 | B | 75(180) 123(295) 7.3( 17.5) 13.3( 319) 09(21) 0.4( 10)| 417
6 | 50(10.1) 27.2(550) 100( 202) 6.7( 135) 0.2(0.4) 0.4( 08)| 495
7| 10(435) L1(478) 02( 87) 0 0 0 2.3
38| o 0 0.2(100) 0 0 0 0.2
1| 09(1l) 325(387) 478( 57.0) 27( 32) 0 0 83.9
2 | o 0 7(100) 0 0 07
Jan. | 3| o 03( 42.9) 03(429) 0 0 01(142)| 07
(15984 4 | 1417(549) 87.8( 340) 253( 98) 10( 04) 0 23(0.9)| 2581
5| 23(34.3) 04( 60) 03( 45 0 0 37(55.2)| 6.7
6 | 02067 o0 3(250) 0 0 07(583)| 12
1 9(57) 68.1(566) 395( 32.8) 28( 2.3) 15(L3) L5( 13)| 1203
2 8(30) 344(575) 20.3( 340) 14( 2.3) 1.4(23) 05(08)| 598
3 1(2 ) 579( 57.9) 36.1( 36.1) 15( 15) 18(L8) 0.6( 0.6)| 100.0
4 5(5 T(TL1) 175( 205) 04( 05) 11(13) 11(13)| 853
5 19.4( 7.8) 1806( 72.3) 468( 187) 20( 0.8) 05(0.2) 0.5( 0.2)| 249.8
Feb, | 6 | 02(200) 05(500) 03(300) 0 0 0 1.0
18 7] o 1(100) 0 0 0 0 1.1
1984 1 5 |1764(94.6) 53( 28) 29( 15) 05 (0.3) 0.7(04) 0.7( 0.4)| 1865
9 | 468(888) 41( 78) 12( 22) 03( 06 03(06) 0 59.7
10 | 765(959) L7( 21) 10( 13) 04( 05 0  02(02)| 798
11 |1251(854) 84( 57) 43( 29) 07( 05) 05(04) 75(51)| 1465
12 | 40.2(70.3) 132( 23.1) 30( 52) 0 04(0.7) 04(07)| 572
13 | 65.4(31.2) 97.6( 46.6) 43.7( 209) 15( 0.7) 13(0.6) 0 209.5

StageI : Fertilization ~blastula stage

Stage II : First gastrula stage~blastopore just before closing

Stage III : Completely closed blastopore~embryo reaching threefourths of the yolk cir-
cumference ’

Stage IV : Embryo reaching over three-fourths of the yolk clrcumference~embryo rea.chmg
full circle of the yolk circumference ‘

Stage V. : Embryo reaching over full circle of the yolk- clrcumference

Others  : Unfertilized and critical eggs. :
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 Ponmoshiri Fig. 5. Distribution of walleye pollock eggs
umaishi (n/10 m®) obtained by horizontal tows
with a Norpac net at the surface.

(A): January 24, 1983

(B): January 6, 1984

(C): February 18, 1984.
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Fig. 6. Distribution of walleye pollock eggs (n/10 m?) of 4 developmental stages obtained by
horizontal tows with a Norpac net at the surface on February 18, 1984.
(A): Stage I (B): Stage II (C): Stage III (D): Stage IV and V.

1984 £ 1 B3 ARG (St. 1~3) TIRZEA ERIGETEDS, By ) IPhg (St 4) (5
HOHBHRECB IO TRECBHCRD, To45HBE210~2600m BC 198341 Aickt
NTRLR (R4-C), 1984F2 12 19834FE1 A LB ERUHMEB Y L-THE L & (K4-D,
E) Thicks &, AFBEBHETE2~FCHELALLRS 100~130m BreEWREHNEELTW3
T Eigw, i, HBSLVCRBAESOMA TREFRRGHALA, FO5MBRREEL A
LD RRE200~230m B LT T, T, LA LEEMES CIENCELT 513 AR
FENEL, 20 2~35CKELRABEL ts TV 3,

Db B BRBREERE L KBOSRES K LEOBERTLSL L, AROSABIIVThotS Tz
F2~35COERBIH T35, LEd-T, 2~35C KEREM LICEV EsTuL A AT

- 223 —



d X K E #F #H 39(4), 1988.

ale Sample 401(Jan.24,'83)

20 M
n=9 z G1=3.09:2.21
(.I(;)Flalo-/. — X=40.1422.49 (-/B)F []LI=3.45,1.57
F(er?lale L—_l_}_l-—-l——’ t I_J___J__]
20 0=41 %= 39.6341. GI1=9.13:1.77
O 82.0% 9.63:1.00 40 [1-3.97:0.57
mate Sample 2(Jan.24,'83)
2°'fn=3o R~ 36.0020.96 “0 G1=5.18+0.91
o[ 215% — =36.00:0. 0 L1=3.39:047
femaleLl_ _ G1=10.20,0.87
20t nc79 L X=37.91.0.56 40 Ll= 4.21.040
72.5%
Sample 3 (Jan.24,'83)
20rmate 40 Gl=4.36
OFS»"’O X=36.17 0[ 11=3.03
::Tgue_'——-l_ ) |_l_,ﬁ'z.15,1‘25
20 0z48 X=38.73:0.82 40 L= 3.54:0 36
93.9%
40 —
Sample 4 (Jan.24,'83)
2°".T:|lze - P 40 Gl=1.23:0.85
o[.26.0% X:37.89:2.02 . ——L1=2.80:0.57
L temate | | [ ] Gl-15.31:2.01
20_!\:38 X=40. . 4 LI= 4.19:0.64
e e B 0.08:0.96 0
4ok
! Sample 5 (Jan.24,"83)
20rnss € % s0r G1=5.37.4" "
ol 7 7% [ X=39.48 ok  U1=3.44:0
L 'ema_le i G1=1319+1.29
20Fn=s8 X=38.8641.08 40f L= 4.00.0.36
L 92.3% L
40k
Sample 6 ( Feb.18,'84)
20rmale - “or G6i=3.87
Fn=3 X-40.53 s L1=2.36
ol 5.6% — o _ Ll=2.
L female
¢ - - Gl=11.1431). 64
20:32.5‘1% X=42.2840.97 z.o: Ll=3.51:0.47
3ob
| YRS Y S T SR T S T NN Y T SRR | L 1 | 1 | 1
30 40 50 (cm) 1020 30 40 50
Body length Maturation stage

Fig. 7. Composition of body length and gonad maturation of walleye pollock in the coastal
waters of Hiyama Subprefecture, Hokkaido.
Gonad maturation stage
Male
Stage 10: Immature fish testes thread-like
Stage 20: Adult fish, but testes small
Stage 30 : Testes large, milk-white and opaque
Stage 40 : Ripe, testes large
Stage 50 : Spent fish, testes withered
Female
Stage 10 : Immature fish, ovaries still small
Stage 20 : Adult fish, but ovaries still small
Stage 30: Ovary large and opaque
Stage 40 : Ripe, eggs transparent, partly or all
. Stage 50 : Spent fish
G.I.: Gonadosomatic index, gonad weight x 100/body weight
L.I: Liver index, liver weight x 100/body weight.
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Fig. 8. Horizontal distribution of walleye pollock in Japan Sea. Cold water front was
observed by NOAA-7 AVHRR infrared image on October 27, 1982.
(A): from Ishigaki (1960)
(B) : from Ogata (1979)
(C): from Tanaka (1983).
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