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Model Experiment Examination of Mooring Method
in Aquaculture Net Cage

En-Bu Fu*, Katsuaki Nasammoro**, Katsutaro YamamoTo**,
Tomonori Hirarsar** and Tsutomu Takagi**

Abstract

A model experiment was conducted, to determaine the shape, volume and the wave force
of the aquaculture net cage in the wave. Observation of the shape, volume and wave force
of models influenced by a different mooring method, a different buoyancy of float and weight
of sinker were carried out. In this experiment, a model scale of 1/18 was moored in the
experimental tank with three different types of mooring, i.e. mooring type P, Q and R and
with three buoyancy-weight ratio. Mooring type P, Q and R was defined respectively as
follows :

P: 8 mooring lines were connected to the net cage, and 4 lines were set perpendicular to
the wave direction, and the other 4 lines were set parallel to the waves.

Q: similar to P, however, an additional 8 lines were connected to the base of the net cage
and further attached to the middle float lines.

R: similar to P, however, 8 mooring lines were connected to the base of the net cage.

The results obtained were as follows :

1. The volume of the model of type R was the largest of all.

2. The wave force on the model of type Q was the smallest.

3. The buoyancy-weight ratio did not influence the volume of model, but the wave force
became largest with an increase in the size of the float.

4. The calculated and experimental wave force action on the cage model were similar
to each other.
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Table 1. Dimensions of actual and model net cage.

Volume of cage Diameter of twine Mesh size
(m®) (mm) (mm)

/i

Actual cage IX9Ix9 2.9 76 0.076
Model cage 0.5x0.5x0.5 1.7 44 0.077
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of mooring type P.

78am
TOP VIEW

[1]
56am, sUOY LOAD CELL

SIDE VIEW

Q
126 cm

=
NET CAGE
L 77
Q LOAD CELL

Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of mooring type Q.
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Fig. 3. Schematic diagram of mooring type R.

Table 2. Specification of float and sinker.

anXV:ilr%l]::roifnnveV?ter B:fozllzggy Size of float B/W*
(kgw) (kgw) (mmn)
Actual cage 174 240 433 x 288 x 40(12**) 1.38
0.440 0.545 $=58(4%*), $=40(12**) 1.24
Model cage 0.542 0.904 ¢ =58(16**) 1.67
0.440 0.904 ¢ =58(16**) 2.05

* B/ W =Buoyancy of float divided by weight of nets and sinker in water
** Number of floats
¢ Diameter of float

KPEEN159g Db D% 20 HE - 72, FRIFETIXER 102 mm OERGEY 4 BHFH LI, Btk
1.67 DERRIC I ER 58 mm OFREE 16 EAH, ILFHIEi 1.24 0BE-ELRATEDY 20 Fic, X
HIZKBEEN255g Db D% 4 Nzl ikl 2.05 OFRRICHEA L IFF IR 1.67 0
HLRALT, WFRBHIL 124 DBEERLTH S,

EBREE FRIMBERFREFTORBKBERKE (RX50m, E3.8m, X 1.8m)
AL, KEZ120m TfTo FRLAEBEOHEYX 4 RT, ERICAVAEO Bk 1.1
~922sec D 5 BT, HEIX254~661cm, FEEIL7.0~222cm OFETH -7, RBRIT DD
EBHEXANBRHEHEE - CKEFR L EEAROFNERRCREL, 2 v EBAEF TR
Lz, AFBRIBAFEHTIT I bBEOETHRAOM T D5 2 ADHRFEREH1BEHIFL
P0LLT, RERLIEAOZDOENRRFE LY, ik, FEHFAROBATINIRTISC
2EDHIBEADRENE FRFRAE L1, i, MEEOHR S X OEBHLRET 51D
CAEOAECE 74 » A SHRB L1, ik, KERTEBEHOFHOBRI XK TFHES
RELTE2, N4rTIoFERIBEOETHECTTRIOOZREL 2, BEEOH
RE X EGHOREIIH 1~3 LRTHREFRATHEL 7, T, EROTHSMLE L L THRERE
WA, ETCOBRTFHKEE2/3BEHT AL,
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Fig. 4. Schematic diagram of experimental equipments.
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Fig. 7. Relationship between the volume coefficient (C,) and H /L with different mooring type,
where H is wave height, and L is wave length.
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Fig. 8. Relationship between the volume coefficient (C.) and H/L with different buoyancy-
weight ratio, where H is wave height, and L is wave length.
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