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Changes of Price Formation for Fresh Fish in Recent Years
and the Problems for Fisheries Producing Sector

Nobuaki ITARKURAYD

Abstract

In recent years, the development of big retailers such as supermarkets has been changing
the price formation for fresh fish. As a result, wholesale price in landing area for fresh fish
has been declined, and fishery operators and fisheries cooperative associations are now facing
the difficulties. The purpose of this paper is to grasp the actual situation and the impact of
the changes of price formation for fresh fish, and to discuss the problems for fishery operators
and fisheries cooperative associations. The discussion in this paper is partly based on the
concept of food system. In conclusion, (1) fishery operators and fisheries cooperative
associations should get more information of consumer’s side to improve the commercial value
of their catches; (2) fishery operators and fisheries cooperative associations should consider
the rearrangement of the wholesale markets in landing area; (3) fishery operators should
manage the profitability of their business more severly.

Key words : Price formation, Development of big retailer, Wholesale market in landing area,
Food system, Rearrangement of fish market
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