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Notes on Biological Characteristics and Migration of the Masu Salmon,
Oncorkynchus Masou (BREVOOT), in the Offshore Areas
of the West Coast of Kamchatka Peninsula.

Kenji SHIMAZAKI

Abstract .

From 1966 to 1970, a gill net was spread in the offshore areas of the west coast
of Kamchatka Peninsula to catch salmon by the reseach boat“Kosho Maru No. 5"
(1966-1968) and the “Oyashio Maru” (1969-1970).

In June, some masu salmon (Oncorhynchus masou) were caught together
with other species of the genus Oncorhynchus.

In this paper, the author deals with information obtained from the measure-
ment of the biological characteristics of the samples from 1968 to 1970 and from
the migration of the masu salmon.

Masu salmon are concentrated in the waters south of 53°N. The center of
distribution was located off the west coast of Kamchatka Peninsula.

The average of catch per unit of effort declined rather markedly from the
maximum recorded in early June.

The average fork length is approximately 45 to 46 centimeters. No signifi-
cant difference was found between the fork lengths of males and females.

The fork length of the males showed greater variation than those of the females.

The proportion of females was 62.4%, (58.6-68.3%).

The maturity indices (ratio of gonad weight to body weight) were 6 to 7 9,
(90-110 gr.) for females and about 29, (25-40 gr.) for males.

It may be considered that the natal streams of the masu salmon in this area
are located along the west coast of the Kamchatka (from the Bolishaya River to
the Icha River).

In this area hooks used for the long-line were found in the mouth of some of
the masu salmon. These were apparently the same kind of hooks as are used only
in the Japan Sea south of Hokkaido. These data seem to indicate that the masu
salmon in the west coast of the Kamchatka migrate from the Japan Sea.
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Fig. 1 Location of the salmon gill-net set in the offshore area of the western coast of the
Kamchatka in June, 1968 (8), 1969 (O) and 1970 (®@).
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Table 1. Location of the sampling stations.

Date Location of sampling No. of | C.P.U.E.
Latitude Longitude fish
1968 June 11 50°32’ N 151°32’ B 7 0.35
12 51°00 152°27’ 76 3,84
13 51°27 153°25 16 0.81
14 51°54 154°30° 36 1.82
15 52°12° 155°08’ 3 0.15
16 52°52° 155°32° 93 4,70
17 52°50° 154°08" 6 0.30
19 52°53 153°37" 2 0.10
20 53°07 154°26° 4 0.20
a1 52°55 153°06° 0 0.00
22 52°30° 154°30° 6 0.31
23 52°29’ 155039” a7 1.38
ar 54°39’ 154036" 0 0.00
28 53°32" 154°30° 0 0.00
1969 June 10 51°09’ 153°41° a1 0,70
11 51°34’ 153°31’ 29 0.96
12 51°34’ 152°12’ 38 1.26
13 52°18’ 153°43° a7 0.89
14 51°32° 154°57" 28 0.93
15 51°36° 154°27 28 0.91
16 52°02° 154°47° 22 0.73
17 51°45 155°38’ 26 0.86
18 51°43’ 154°03" 30 0.96
19 51°37 154°04’ 31 0.99
20 51°21 153°39’ 10 0.33
a1 52°02° 153°39’ 41 1.36
22 52°02° 152°00° 9 0.62
25 53°01’ 152°35° 10 0.34
2 53°01° 154°37" 22 0.75
27 52°28" 153°37” 10 0.34
28 52°07" 154°39" 0 0.00
20 52°01’ 154°16" 10 0.34
30 51°45" 154°20" 12 0.47
1970 June 10 52°30° 150°30" 0 0.00
11 52°24" 151°30° 2 0.14
12 52°37" 152°43’ 10 0.53
13 52°35 153°30° 49 1.43
14 52°25" 154°25" 28 0.96
15 51°81’ 155°20° 10 0.34
16 52°00" 155°17" 37 1.26
17 52°30° 155°17" 31 1.36
18 52°56” 155°10° 32 1.41
19 52°56" 154°13’ 15 0.66
20 52°30° 154°42° 51 2.25
21 52°00" 154°49" 28 0.96
22 51°69" 154°05° 2 0.07
23 51°38’ 153°30° 0.21
24 52°10° 153°38’ 6 0.27
25 53°03’ 153°19’ 0 0.00
26 53°17° 154°47" 0 0.00
a7 53°15° 154°44" 0 0.00
28 52°16’ 154°55" 2 0.07
29 51°43’ 153°59" (] 0.00
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Fig. 2 The density distribution (average of catch per unit of effort) of the masu salmon
in the offshore area of the western coast of the Kamchatka in June, 1968, 1969 and
1970.
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Fig. 3 Daily change of the density distibution (average of catch per unit of effort) of the
masu salmon in the offshore area of the western coast of the Kamchatka in June, 1968,
1969 and 1970.
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Fig. 4 TFrequency distribution of the fork length of the masu salmon caught in the offshore

area of the western coast of the Kamchatka.
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Fig. 5 Relation between the fork length and the body weight of the male and female,
1968 (©), 1969 (O) and 1970 (@)

B 1968 4F  Log W=—4.630+2.931LogL (r=0.989)
1969 4£  Log W= —5.319+3.180LogL (r=0.994)
1970 £ Log W= —5. 443+ 3. 228LogL (r=0. 969)
#1968 4£  Log W=—4,233+2.786LogL (r=0. 986)
1969 £  Log W= —4.295+2.797LogL (r=0.984)
1970 4§ Log W= —5.324+43.191LogL (r=0.987)
W: &8, gr. L: EXE, mm.
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Table 2. Sex ratio of the masu solmon collected in the offshore area
of the western coast of the Kamchatka.

Number of individuals

Day 1968 1969 1970
Male l?ema,le Male | Female Male Female

June 19 10 1
11 2 b 10 20
12 16 34 15 15 ) 5
13 5 11 10 17 10 20
4 13 17 7 9 11 19
15 9 18 b 14
16 11 39 8 15 16 18
17 2 4 12 10 12 18
18 15 15 12 10
19 13 9 4 17
20 4 b 13 19
21 T 23 11 0
22 3 8 1 0
23 11 19 3 3
24 1 7 2 0
25 6 16 0 1
26 . 1 0
27 0 0
28 0 0
29 1 1

Total number 60 129 130 198 106 150

Percent 3L.7 68.3 39.6 60.4 41.4 58.6
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Fig. 6. Gonad weight and maturity (gonad weight X 102 / body weight) of the masu salmon.
(A) Gonad weight, confidence limits (t.05)
(B) Maturity
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Explanation of plate 1

Fig. 1. Sampling data of the hooks of the long-line in mouth

No.

1
2
3
4
b
6

Date
(1970)
June 21
22
23
23
26
29

Position
N) ®)
52°00°  154°57
51°569° 154,05
51°38, 153°30”
51°38" 153°307
53°17°  154°47
51°43’ - 153°59’

Length of

branch line
292 cm.
220 cm.
103 cm.
255 cm.
259 em.
99 cm.



PLATE I

Bull. Fac. Fish., Hokkaido Univ.. XXII. 1.
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