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Summary

A part of the Tomakomai Experimental Forest that belongs to Hokkaido University (TOEF) in Tomako-
mai City is open to the public. The forest is visited by many people who wish to enjoy nature. However,
these visitors also cause some administrative problems. In order to allow continued access to the forest, it
would be necessary for the university and visitors to arrive at a mutual understanding. In this study, in order
to obtain basic information on the public use of this forest, I analyzed some characteristics and visiting pat-
terns of the people who go to the forest.

A questionnaire survey was conducted in 2002-2004 with 623 persons from the 244 groups visiting the
TOEF. Tomakomai City has a population of approximately 170,000. Approximately 80% of the respondents
were residents of Tomakomai City. More than 90% of these respondents made frequent visits to the forest,
and more than half of them had been visiting the forest for more than 10 years. The types of groups that the
respondents belonged to were classified into the following seven categories: individuals, couples, adult fami-
lies, parents and children (under 20 years of age), friends, grandparents and grandchildren (under 20 years
of age), and three generations (including those under 20 years of age). The respondents were classified into
different types of groups depending on their ages. Further, the pattern of visits to the forest differed accord-
ing to the respondents” ages.

The result of this survey suggested that visitors to the forest altered their visiting patterns in accord-
ance with their life cycles. People are generally taken to the forest by their parents during their childhood.
These individuals do not visit the forest in their growing years. However, they visit it again as parents with
their own children. Following that, they continue to visit it alone or with their spouses or friends, even after
their children have grown up and become independent.
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