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Microflocculation Test for Detection of Antiphospholipid
Antibody in Tuberculous Sera

Akio Sasaki, Kiyo TAcHIBANA, Jun ARIMA, Yoshitame NAGAvAMA,
Kiichiro NisHIDE and Masahiro SHIBATA

Slide agglutination procedure used for the serodiagnosis of syphilis (VDRL microflocculation test)

was applied to the detection of antibody against phospholipids of tubercle bacilli.

In comparison

to the indirect hemagglutination and kaolin agglutination methods, this technique had three main
advantages, namely, serum titration was performed more rapidly with less labor, and stepwise

adsorption of antibody and titration of serum fraction could easily be achieved.
Through use of this method, the existence of two different haptens in the total phospholipid

of tubercle bacilli was reconifirmed.

In addition, it was shown that more then one class of anti-

phospholipid antibodies were present in antiserum. When the test was performed by admixture of
two purified phospholipids, antibody titer of tuberculous patient seemed to be similar to, or some-

times higher than, the one obtained by kaolin method.
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