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Curriculum of Geology Education

at Department of Earth Sciences, University of Cambridge

Toru Takeshita**

Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University

Abstract — The curriculum of geology education at the Department of Earth Sciences, University of
Cambridge is briefly described. Only one geology course (1A Geology) is given to the first-year
students. It consists of 60 hours of lectures (1 hour per class) and 60 hours of practical classes (1 hour
per class), 6-8 hours of supervision and 3 field trips (at 0.5, 7 and 10 days, respectively). A broad
spectrum of geology and geophysics is taught in this class, and hence the content is plentiful and the
class progresses very fast. The grade of this course is only evaluated by the final exam given at the end
of the academic year, which consists of theoretical (3 hours) and practical (4 hours) papers. In later
years, 1B, Part II and Part IIT Geological Sciences are taught to the second, third and fourth year
students, respectively. Although they can get a bachelor of arts degree after completing the third year
course, the four-year geology degree (master of sciences) is generally required for the geoscience
profession in Britain. Two things characterize the education and researches at the department: united
geology and geophysics, and a rich field education where the students experience 8 field trips amount-
ing to 76.5 days in total.
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