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Creation of New AO-type Entrance Selection System
in Hokkaido University

Makoto Suzuki?** , Norio Inoue?, Shigeki Tamada®, Jyunnichi Nishijima®,
Noboru Noguchi® , Shougorou Hashimura®, Kouji Monma”,Fumihito Ikeda”
and Naoki Kamo®

1) Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University,
2) Graduate School of Fisheries Sciences, Hokkaido University,
3) Hokkaido Sapporo Kita High School, 4) Hokkaido Asahikawahigashi High School,
5) Graduate School of Agriculture, Hokkaido University,
6) Hokkaido Sapporo Higashi High School, 7) Hokkaido Hakodate Higashi High School
8) Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Hokkaido University

Abstract — Since Japanese universities adopted ‘ AO-type entrance selection systems,” 14 years have
passed. Here AO is an abbreviation for * Admission Office’ and an AO-type entrance selection system
means a selection system which relies on several methods (interview, short essay, etc.) other than
traditional entrance examinations on main subjects taught in high school. Hokkaido University adopted
such a system as an additional entrance path in 2000. Recently the number of applicants to AO-type
selection systems began to decrease and their scholastic ability became worse than before. There are
some explanations for the situation. One is the gap between the ideas about the AO-type selection
systems university people have and those high school people have. Another is the problem of reliability
of the methods used to measure the applicants' capacity or scholastic ability of a specified kind which
each university places an emphasis on. These problems are complicatedly linked with each other. We,
teachers from both of universities and high schools, tried to analyze and give the order to these en-
tangled controversial points, and discussed the development of new AO-type entrance selection sys-
tems in seven meetings over two years. We propose six tentative systems we worked out.
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