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Authority and Responsibility of Teaching Assistants
in Laboratory Work, Field Practice and Computational Training
in the Faculty of Fisheries, Hokkaido University:
From the Joint Workshop of the Faculty Staff and Teaching Assistants

Hideyuki Kurihard and Norio Inoue

Graduate School of Fisheries Sciences, Hokkaido University

Abstract— The Faculty of Fisheries of Hokkaido University carried out a joint workshop between the
faculty staff (FS) and teaching assistants (TAs) for establishing the authority and responsibility of
teaching assistants in experimental subjects (laboratory work, field practice and computational train-
ing). Participants in the joint workshop were divided into departments the same as curriculum groups.
The first task concerned the roles of TAs in experimental subjects. Each group reached similar conclu-
sions concerning TA authority and responsibility as follows:

a) The FS alone is responsible for designing experiments and subjects and evaluating grading.

b) The FS and TAs cooperatively work for the classroom-based elements for all students, under the
supervision of FS. The elements comprise preparation of experiments, the roll call, lectures on
experiments, demonstrations, dealing with accidents and evaluation of reports.

c) TAs are responsible for the individual student-based elements without the supervision of the FS.
The elements comprise the explanations of experiments to individual students and giving attention
to students.

The second task asked whether TAs could direct experimental work at the absence of the FS. All
groups concluded that TAs must not work in the absence of the FS. Our faculty bilieve that TAs
performing such work are not “time-sharing staff members” but “educational cooperators.”

(Revised on January 26, 2004)
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