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What Kind of Class Improves Student’s Academic Motivation?.
Design of aClass Titled “Invitation to Agaku” in the Freshman Seminars

Makoto Suzuki**

Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract— The decrease in university student's academic motivation has become a big problem. There
are various reasons for this. One problem is that today’s students cannot cope well with the change
from the way to study in high schoolsto that in universities because they have lost flexibility in their
thinking and behabiour. The decrease in the content of study in high schoolsis also thought to be abig
factor diminishing student’ academic motivation. The situation now makes it necessary for universi-
tiesto prepare classes that will improve student's academic motivation and obtain tangible effects. In
designing such classes, it isimportant to closely examine, and devise the contents of the classes. Asa
trial to develop such classes, this paper introduces the methods employed in aclasstitled “Invitation to
Agaku”, which is one of the freshman seminarsin the Core Curriculum at Hokkaido University.

(Revised on February 2, 2004)
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