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Science in Liberal Education

Masanao Kitamura”

Hokkaido University, Professor Emeritus

Abstract— We are living in a weird period, a postmodern era, where any established, objective knowl-
edge is denied and replaced by subjective opinion, even a scientific theory is labeled as a social con-
struct. In this paper we try to trace the origin of such queer ideas and examine the prevailing claims
presented by some proponents, and conflicts between them and their critics, mostly from science. Fi-
nally, science in liberal education for the new era is discussed, since such ideas have permeated science
and mathematics education throughout the world, including Japan, and it is increasingly getting diffi-
cult to present a well-balanced science curriculum in schools and colleges.
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