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Katsumi Sanbe, the “Father of Skiing in Hokkaido”

. His achievements from the introduction of skiing
in Hokkaido in 1912 until 1929
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Abstract

Although it is known that skiing started in Hokkaido with the opening of a skiing school
by Theodor Edler von Lerch in February 1912, little is known about the spread of skiing in
Hokkaido in the years following its introduction in 1912. The purpose of this study was to clar-
ify how skiing spread in Hokkaido during the early period after its introduction by examining
the achievements of Katsumi Sanbe, the so-called “father of skiiing in Hokkaido. " Information
was mainly obtained from newspapers in Hokkaido from 1912 to 1929 and from records kept
by the Japanese Army. The main findings were as follows.

1) Sanbe taught Lerch’s skiing techniques to army troops and to many private citizens, in-
cluding Hokkaido University students.



200 BEEHANCE #8229

2) In September 1912, Sanbe established the Hokkaido University Skiing Club, the first uni-
versity skiing club in Japan. In the same year, he also established the Otaru Skiing Club in
October and the Sapporo Skiing Club in December. These clubs played a fundamental role in
popularizing skiing in Hokkaido.

3) After establishing the Sapporo Skiing Club, Sanbe worked to popularize skiing in Hok-
kaido.

4) Sanbe worked together with Shiro Nakano, who produced high-quality skiing equipment,
to make skiing more popular in Hokkaido by offerring skiing equipment at affordable prices.
5) Sanbe made efforts to educate the citizens of Sapporo about skiing techniques through ar-
ticles published in newspapers. »
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