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Transcription as a Tool for Inquiry: Analysis into Collaborative
Transcribing Processes over the “I'sumori’ Nursery Practice

Hiroaki ISHIGURO, Sachiko UCHIDA, Satoko KITA & Shimpei SUGIYAMA
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[Abstract] What transcription is appropriate for a study? The decision must be made
based on both the focused situation and the theoretical framework of the analyst. A
transcription is tentative in nature; consequently, it will develop as the analysis proceeds.
A transcription is a tool which subsists in the inquiring activity. The analyst is not asking
a general question,” what the situation is,” but rather, he or she will confirm what must be
asked through the transcribing activity. "What’s going on ?” is the first question, and it will
be asked continuously until the end. The thinking process proceeds in spiral. The
present study analyzed a collaborative transcribing activity of the video-taped 'Tsumori’
project, a well-known nursery practice. Four novice transcribers and one expert par-
ticipated in the activity. Through microanalysis of the trajectory of this activity, we
showed how temporarily produced transcripts were used as a tool of inquiry.

[Key Words] transcript, inquiry, interaction analysis, video-analysis, nursery practice



