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Observation et réfléxion sur la classe de francais niveau débutant
a I'Université du Hokkaido

Michele Barféty

L'Institut Linguistiqgue du Peyrou, Monpellier, France

Abstract [7 The necessity to teach foreign languages is beyond doubt in modern education systems.
Yet the clear-cut definitions of the related objectives and most efficient methods to achieve the educa-
tional goals still remain to be defined. The first question that any educational system should pose
beforehand appears to be “ a language — yes, but to what end ? . Several answers could be pertinent.
The first one is “ to communicate ", the second oneis“ to broaden the scope of thinking by examining
a different structural system ", the third one is “ to enrich the general knowledge of human culture .
Clearly, it is possible to provide more answers. While all those reasons are always implicit and rel-
evant in the language education, the European systems of today tend to high-light the function of oral
and written communication. What about the Japanese systafter more than a decade of experi-

ence of teaching French to foreigners in France | had an opportunity to be present at several French
courses taught to Japanese students at the Hokudai. Here, | am making an attempt to summarize my
experience by highlighting what | believe are the most important differences between the two sys-
tems.

(Received on February 20, 2000)
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