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Realtime Report on University Education Reform:
General Education Classes and Science Classes in Portland State University

Masaaki Ogasawara”

Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract— This report analyzes the practice of general education aswell as that of specialized educa-
tion observed in some of the classes in Portland State University. The purpose of my visit was to
experience by myself the programs offered to undergraduate students in one of the typical state univer-
sitiesin the US. | attended several classes for general education, two for "Freshman Inquiry" and two
for basic sciences, and three other classes for specialized education in pure science, environment sci-
ence, and arts. | observed that the strength of this university existed in the general education program
based on an explicit theory and principles. The experimental core curriculum, the goals of which are
stated as (1) developing communication skills, (2) acquiring critical and ethical minds, and (3)under-
standing the diversity in culture and society, are being practiced in cooperation with not only students
and teachers but al so citizens. Thelevel of science education was not so impressive compared with the
onein Japanese national universities, but the classes | observed was well matched to the requirements
from the diverse studentsin their quality.
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