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Experimental Use of Debate in a Science Class

Shoichi Fujita**
Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine, Hokkaido University

Abstract-This is a case report. The debate was introduced experimentally into Environmental Veteri-
nary Medicine class to avoid the one-way-teaching and recessive attitude of students to learning.
Previous survey involving entire Hokkaido University students indicated that the attitude of students
attending university classes is generally eager, but recessive. Most of the students do not investigate
classroom subjects by their own, nor ask any questions during the class. They just listen eagerly, and
memorize materials. To change this attitude of students to more active one seemed one of the major
theme of Japanese college education. Therefore, | experimentally introduced the debate into the class
to solve this problem.

To win thedebate, the team must accumulate the knowledge on the subject and synthesize the
rational. Every one of the team has to speak out. They have to develop the skill of presentation.
During this trial, | found that students are very competitive and eager to win the game. They became
suddenly very resourceful and hardworking in investigating subject materials.

There appears to be two keys to the success in this type of teaching. One is to encourage their
preparation by stimulating their competitive mind and the other is to run the game as the team battle.
Japanese students generally do not like to speak- out during the class in fear of being checked by their
peers. Butifitis for the group and not for the speaker himself, they can speak-out knowing that no one
in their group would criticize him as being "show-off". Use of debate may provide a chance to stu-
dents to positively and actively participate in the class and to have a deep look into the subjects with
deeper understanding.

(Received on January 29, 1999)
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