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Practical Report of a Scientific Literacy Course: “Journalism in Science”

Masaaki Ogasawara™ and Toshiyuki Hosokawa
Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract— Scientific literacy, especialy writing skill was taught in our tentative course named " Jour-
nalism in Science." This course enrolled around ten freshman students coming from different majors.
We taught how to access information sources and how to use various media (the library, the internet,
bookshops, and newspapers, etc.) for "journalism in science." A new medium employing a satellite,
the space collaboration system (SCS), was used to listen to alecture by a guest professor in Hiroshima
University, which is located nearly 1,500 kilometers away from our university; the lecture was fol-
lowed by an interview by the studentsin the class. How to write sentences, paragraphs and articlesin
journalism in science was also taught. Each student was obliged to interview a professor in our univer-
sity and write an article on the interests and the research subject of the professor. All articles were
criticized by teachers and students and revised in the class. The revised article was used as the main
subject for the student evaluation. We combined all of the articles together in the form of ajournal
which was distributed to the students and the teachers involved in the class. It was noted that the
writing skills of the students who submitted the final articlesto the journal had remarkably progressed
after only 15 course lectures.
(Received on March 10, 1998)
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