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Reform of the University for the 21st Century

Norihito Tambd&
President of Hokkaido University

Abstract— The goals of general education in the university are of great importance. This presentation
considers the ethics, base of knowledge, and fundamental academic tools that students may need to
work in society after graduation. Students should be prepared to deal with realistic problems concern-
ing ethical principles in order to support the development of the future society. The earth's natural
resources are limited and society needs to discover how to live in symbiosis with both natural re-
sources and other living beings. Although human beings are special animals, human beings are never-
theless animals. These opposite aspects of humanism and ecology may instigate complicated discus-
sion about the basis of European monism and Asian pluralism. We have to begin to motivate

students to learn to view world issues in their entirety, including perspectives of the cultural, social and
natural sciences within the framework of a closed ecological system. This is the starting point where
students can consider what ethics are needed to live in the new era. Education about contemporary
affairs and history including the history of science and technology is required. The goals are for stu-
dents to aquire the basic tools for knowledgeable social activity, literacy in native language as well as
in electronic information systems, and to develop the appropriate attitudes and decision-making skills
grounded in naturalism; for example, in learning geography. In this workshop, | will mention our ideas
for reform of higher education in the 21st century.
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