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Historical Sketches of College Buildingsin Japan

Takeshi Koshino®"
Graduate School of Engineering, Hokkaido University

Abstract — | would like to make certain historical sketches of college buildings at Hokkaido Univer-
sity with respect to the general development of the university campus plan in Japan.

The campus of Hokkaido University has developed through three principal steps. The Sapporo
Agricultural College built in the present downtown area of Sapporo in 1875-81 marks the earliest
construction. The second step consisted of the construction around the present day Faculty of Agricul-
ture in 1899-1903. The final step isthe great enlargement that has taken place since 1918 when the
Hokkaido Imperial University was established.

In the new campus of 1899-1903, the main building was placed at the innermost end of the axis of
7t -type layout. Thislayout of the so- called "mall type" has been never found in other universities and
high schoolsin Japan. The layout had a famous precedent, Thomas Jefferson’'s University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, constructed in 1817-26.

With the enlargement of the Hokkaido Imperial University, were founded new faculties of Medi-
cinein 1919, of Engineering in 1924 and of Science in 1930. There was conceived a new axis of the
general campus plan, that is the central north-south road around which those newly founded faculty

buildings were arranged.
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