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Connecting University and Citizens
Morikazu Ushiogt'"

Research Division for International Development, Nagoya University Graduate School

Abstract— In the history of the university there have been many cases of conflicts between "Town
and Gown". University has been isolated from the rest of the world. Town people have paid little
attention what is going on in the university. The first example of the university activities for obtaining
the understanding of town people was the university extension movement. The university has started
to provide opportunity to town people to know something about the university through the university
extension, open seminar toward outside people. Behind this type of contact with town people there has
been an assumption that the university is the creator of new knowledge, while town people are just a
consumer of new knowledge. In the relationship of this type, town people have been considered as " a
passive actor”, while the university as " positive actor." However, recently a new type of town and
gown relationship is appearing. In this new relationship, citizen are becoming co-worker, co-creator of
new knowledge together with university people. Especially in humanities and social science, univer-
sity people are actively participating in citizen activities, they are trying to use those experiences as
essential base for knowledge production process.
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