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Current Problems of Japan’s College Entrance Examination
and Their Impact on Secondary Education

Shoichi Fujita
Department of Environmental Veterinary Sciences,

the Graduate School of Veterianry Medicine,
Hokkaido University

Abstract — In most Japanese universities, the sole criterion for the evaluation of incoming
students is their scholastic achievement evaluated by an entrance examination, which mainly
tests their accumulation of knowledge. Students' humanity is not evaluated at all, and
henceforce, no character reference is even required for application. Their school records
from high schools are ignored because there are marked differences in students academic
achievements between high schools, and fair comparison of the recordsis practically impos-
sible. This method of evaluation and the intense competition for entrance to nationally re-
nowned universities have a profound impact on the elementary and the secondary education
in Japan. Students get so competitive that some students dlipaway from the classroom chores,
do not participate in any school activities but the lectures, and are not required to do any
household chores by their parents to ensure their study time. Thereis practically no timeto
spend for the development of their humanity. Another problem is that the education is dis-
torted towards memorizing knowledge rather than understanding and synthesizing knowl-
edge and creating new ideas. Students full of memorized knowledge with poor synthetic or
creative minds can successfully win therace. The professors of the School of Veterinary
Medicine of Hokkaido University were asked which criteria of the students' ability should be
evaluated at the entrance examination. Eagerness and creativity ranked the highest and the
accumulation of knowledge ranked very low. They were also asked which criteria can be
tested in the current entrance examination. The accumulation of knowledge ranked highest.
They agreed that the current examination system can not eval uate the abilities they want to
know most about. Some alternate evaluation systems are discussed.
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