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Teaching Materials and the Teaching Culture

— A Case of Social Research Teaching

Takuo Utagawa

Hokkaido University of Education

Abstract—Saocial research is one of the most important ways for sociology to gather empiri-
cal and concrete data. It is taught in many universities and colleges. But the quality of the
education is, frequently, far from perfect. The professors lack good textbooks and good teaching
materials. | have been trying to develop teaching materials for a social research course in
recent years. To develop good teaching materials, we must have a shared and established
“teaching culture.” The teaching culture is a type of subculture that defines the values and the
modes of teaching in higher educatioWemay not have a common teaching culture now or
perhaps our current teaching culture is too old to guide our teaching. In this report, | will
argue the importance and necessity of establishing a teaching culture that can answer today’s

criticisms of higher education in Japan.
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