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Some Attempt to Activate Teaching of Mathematics as Minor Subject

Tsuneharu Okabe
Faculty of Economics, Saitama University

Abstract— In recent years, the detachment of students of liberal arts and socia studies from
mathematics and the increasing difficulty in their teaching have been pointed out and dis-
cussed outside as well as inside the world of mathematical education. This might be partly
dueto the minimization of the subjectsfor entrance examinations, students' tendency to econo-
mize labor, etc. We, ourselves, however, must confront the criticism that math is tough and
uninteresting. This paper deals with an attempt made by the author in mathematics lectures,
one for economics mathematics and another for general education, to let students study math-
ematicswith less stress and even pleasure. My attempt, specifically speaking, making of math-
ematical comic strips, has two main features: focus on mathematical images and more active
participation in class. We attempted this method in senior high schools as well and obtained

the desired resullt.
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