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Community Colleges and American Higher Education Policy

Yamada Reiko

Poole Gakuin University

Abstract — Community colleges in the United States are well known as post-secondary
institutions which accept adiversified student population and offer various types of programs.
Those ingtitutions have contributed to the development of lifelong learning as well as open-
ing opportunities for higher education to people who used to have limited access to higher
education. For Japanese higher education institutions, which are in the process of making
their system more open to the public, it will be beneficial to assess the role of community
colleges. Actually however, there are only afew studies examining the function of commu-
nity colleges in comparative perspective with four-year colleges. The purpose of this paper is
to examine the role of community colleges in American society and analyze how they are
positioned in higher education policy. Thus, after showing the educational function of com-
munity colleges, this paper will examine the historical development of the community college
and itsrelations with higher education policy. Then we will assess the functional and conflict
theories of community colleges. Finally, based on the recent data on student populations of
community colleges, the function of community colleges will be analyzed.
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TN A LEFE N— by A LEE LY A LR
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1985 1,496,905 2,772,828
1986 1,505,873 2,907,818
1987 1,530,912 3,010,142
1988 1,567,973 3,047,514
1989 1,674,249 3,209,411
1990 1,716,843 3,279,632
1991 1,885,607 3,519,208
1992 1,917,716 3,567,796
1993 1,918,192 3,429,136

1,963,173 3,433,463

1994(1)

35.1% 1,880,684 2,389,049
34.1% 1,934,938 2,478,753
33.7% 1,968,840 2,572,214
34.0% 1,976,800 2,638,687
34.3% 2,095,325 2,788,355
34.4% 2,128,394 2,868,081
34.9% - 2,295,449 3,109,366
35.0% 2,309,687 3,175,825
35.9% 2,256,940 3,080,388
36.4% 2,247,421 3,149,215

(1) AACCO19944EFKHEDFHNIC L B
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14 BEA2,3,444 &t

HEKS A7 OB % B % B %

VA= 4 3,111 779 - - 3,111 50.5
I BER 596 - - 596 9.7
Community College - - 1,701 786 1,704 27.7
BT V=T HT - - 98 45 98 1.6
R KEF - - 53 2.4 53 0.9
fBOUCHF ¥ I8 X 8 209 9.7 217 3.5

Hi#t  UCLA Campus Profile 1992 (7£34)
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