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Opinions of the Teaching Staff of Hokkaido University on
the Evaluation of Their Lectures by Students

Shoichi Fujita
Department of Environmental Veterinary Sciences,
Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine, Hokkaido University

Abstract — Opinions of the 1311 faculty members of all schools, departments, faculties and research institutions
of Hokkaido University were surveyed on the advantages and disadvantages of systematic evaluation of their
lectures by students. In 1995, Hokkaido University did a thorough survey on how students rate their educational
facilities, quality of lectures, curriculums, and staff. Thistime, teachers' opinions on this evaluation system were
surveyed. Seventy-two percent of the faculty members who answered the questionnaire expressed the need for the
continuation of thiskind of survey asfeedback on their lectures from students and to improve their lectures. However,
8% of them did not want the system to continue. Many teachers answered that they had tried to improve their
lectures by taking the students' comments into account. However, teachers taking part in general education were
less eager to improve their lectures. Teachers who thought that students were eager to study gave positive answers
to the questions on the merits of student evaluation of lectures, on the necessity for continuation of the evaluation
system, and on thetrial for improving their lectures. The teachers who read the entire annua report on the evaluation
of educational systemsof Hokkaido University tended to be eager to improvetheir lectures and supported continuation
of evaluation. It became clear that student evaluation of the educational system was effective inimproving lectures
and in changing teachers’ attitudes toward education to more favorable direction.
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