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THE AGRICULTURAL. COLLEGE, SAPPORO.
mx.mvammaw:ﬁ Clark has received the following letter from’
Japan:

The first celebration of the academical course of four years,’
was held on the 10th of July instant, in the >mlns:c8_.
College, Sapporo, Hokkaido.

The college has now been in active operation for four years, .
and was established by the Kaitakushi, who quickly recognized
the necessity of training for their service, men who possessed
special qualifications for aiding in the development of the Hokkai-
do. The importance of having these men educated near the scene
of their future labors, in order that they might become fully
acquainted with the natural resources of the country, and leam

in the most thorough manner, how to properly develop them and

overcome attendant difficulties, led to the abandonment of the
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former policy of sending students abroad. The establishment of a
college in Hokkaido, for the express purpose of educating men
with a view to their employment as officers for [special work in
the ‘department, then followed as a matter of course,

After a careful examination of the various institutions of
similar character in other countries, the Agricultural College
at Amherst, Massachusetts, was selected, as the model, and its
president and two graduates were appointed to found a similar
institution at Sapporo.

In August, 1876, the doors of the Sapporo Agricultural College
were opened to a well prepared class of eighteen students, taken
from the schools at Tokio. At that time, but little actual pre-
paration had been made, and, except a dormitory building for the
students, there was only one building containing recitation rooms
for the accommodation of classes in the college and school. The
work of organization and instruction commenced at once, students
and officers entering into their duties with great ‘zeal. Liberal
grants from the Government soon rendered it possible to procure

the necessary books and apparatus, and to build and thoroughly

equip a chemical laboratory, which should answer all the require-

ments of general instruction and advanced analytical work. A large
tract of. fine land — formerly a part of the Government farm —
was assigned to the college for the agricultura.l instruction of
students in the most advanced methods, and as a model for the
farmers of Hokkaido. The necessary buildings were quickly -con-
structed, and the requisite live stock and implements procured.
The whole was then placed under the independent management of
president W. S. Clark, as director. Later, provision was made
for a plant-house, and the erection of a. building which should
contain a military hall and recitation rooms.

The promptness with which the necessities of the college have
been recognized and provided for by the Government, has permitted
a rapid and healthy growth; and at the present time, with its full
number of students, all the departments are in a condition to per-
mit the thorough accomplishment of the work assigned to each.

On the July 10th instant, the academical course being conclud-
ed, the first batch of gréduates received their diplomas. The
importance of the occasion called for the unusual excitement both
within and without the college. At an early hour all was bustle

and preparation, The large hall used for military drill, within the
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¢ollege precincts, was to be the place of‘meeting. This required
to be decorated ‘with flowers and evergreens, and ornamental
lanterns had to be hung for the evening illuminations. All this
was accomplished in due order and with a good deal of taste.
The students of the college, about fifty in number, were
assembled at two o'clock for drill under the command of Lieut.
Kato, and the way in which they went through their exercises
displayed an earnestness which did every one credit, and excited
the admiration of the spectators. There can be no doubt that
such exercises are beneficial in many ways. They improve the
deportment of the students, they give them an upright bearing
and a firm, steady gait, demand prompt attention and accuracy of
movement, and so correct some of the common faults of Japanese
youths, In the case of these young men the military drill seems
to have had the best results. The college staff has also been
diligent in producing a class ready for graduation of no contemptible
attainments, and of whom no college need be ashamed. They are
the first-fruits of this very important undertaking among the
Japanese, and promise well for the future of the northern part of

the Empire. According to the term of the bond entered into when

they matriculated, they are bound to serve under the Colonization
Department for a term of five years. Here, therefore, we have
thirteen graduates of the Agricultural - College, ready to engage
themselves in the earnest work. of subduing -the wild but rich
regions of this fertile island and its dependencies. What the
results will be we must look to the future to show, but we have
every hope that, with intelligent officers of government, and
healthy men like these, the future of Yezo will be prosperous
if the fates are propitious.

The following gentlemen, on the recommendation of the Faculty
and with the approval of the Governor and Minister of the Colo-
nia} Department, received the degree of Nogakushi, with its at-
tendant. honors and privileges: —

Arakawa Shigehide, Sato Shosuke, Oshima Masataka, Ono Ka-
nemoto, Kuroiwa Yomonoshin, Watase Torajiro, Uchida Kiyoshi,
Sato Isami, Ito Kadzutaka, Tanouchi Suteroku, Ideta Seitaro,
Nakashima Shinshi, -and Yanagimoto Michiyoshi.

The graduation exercises were: — Japanese oration by T. Wa-
tase. — “Agriculture is the most useful, the most healthful,

and the most noble employment of man.” English oration, by
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K. Uchida. —*“Scientific Training is necessary for the improve-
ment of Agriculture in Hokkaido.” Japanese oration by M. Oshima,
— “No Battle, no victory.”. English oration by S. Sato, —
“Holdkaido and its colonization.” English oration by 8. Arakawa.
— “Union is strength; Union is competent to do everything.”
There were also valedictory addresses, to H. E. the Govemor, to
the professors of the college, and to the students of the college
and school.

These speeches, which were spoken with the freedom and nerve
that mark well disciplined minds, contained many excellent re-
marks on the subject of the colonization and resources of Hokkaido.

The prizes to the successful students of the various classes were
then awarded. These prizes were in money, the highest amount
being five yen. The whole manner and bearing of the students
during the various exercises and the bestowal of the prizes, reflected
very favourably upon the college and the habits of the students.

After the names of the gratuates had been called over and their
diplomas had been handed to them by H. E. the Governor, Mr.

Dzushio, Professor Penhallow read an address to the graduating

class, The vice Governor, Mr. Suzuki, and H. E. the Govemor,

v

Mr. Dzushio, then read addresses in Japanese, and the proceed-

ings terminated about 6 o’clock. We are enabled to give the text

of Mr. Penhallow’s speech, which was as follows:

Gentlemen, ——The day and the occasion which call us togeth-
er are suggestive of many thoughts connected with the changes
and iﬁnprovements of the last four years, at the commencémenf of
which you came here as strangers to aid in enterprises undertaken
for the advancement of the highest interests of this part of the
Empire, and as an initiative step entered this college as its first
students. As such, your efforts have been attended with success,
and today you take the second step, coming before the world
equipped to fight your own battles in life, and, it is to be hoped,
to promote the welfare of your fellowmen., This day should be
remembered as a day of great significance. It marks the firm and
successful establishment of a new educational centre in this-part
of the Empire — another evidence of the striking changes and
improvements which are constantly being made in Japanese edu-
cational metho&s, and which have attracted the vgreatest attention

from western nations, Education is a great humanizer; the foun-

dation ‘of a noble and useful manhood. But it is not to be com-
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pleted with graduation from college; the greater part comes in af-
ter years as a superstructure upon previous acquirements, and is
therefore dependent for its stability upon them. The advantages
you have enjoyed in this institution, should lead you, in choos-
ing your future course in life, to aim high; acknowledging your
dependence upon an all-wise Creator, and your duty to your fel-
lowmen; accepting whatever responsibilities may rightfully fall to
your lot as duties to be faithfully performed; and feeling that in
right is might, fearing not to deal with wrong and temptation
as they deserve. Broad fields for useful effort are before you.
Japan is old in years, but young in her relations to the most ad-
vanced nations of the world, and in her future progress and devel-
opment, many opportunities will be presented to you. New enter-
prises will be opened; natural resources yet remain to be devel-
oped, and the vast mine of agricultural wealth in Hokkaido now
unexplored, should encourage you to make every effort for their
development, and will surely brir;g rich returns to those who dil-
igently seek to gather that which nature has so lavishly provided.
In whatever course your future may lead you, do not fail to

continue that self-culture which you have here learned how to ac-

quire, but push steadily forward toward a more perfect standard.

His Excellency Governor Dzushio, entertained the officials of
sonin rank, with the professors and graduates of the college, at
dinner in the dining hall, at seven in the evening. After the
health of ‘His Majesty The Emperor had been drank, and various
other toasts been responded to, Mr. Dzushio proposed the health
of Professor Penhallow, who is on the eve of his departure for
America. He said that the success which had attended the first
course of the Sapporo Agricultural College was in a large mea-
sure due to the exertions of Mr. Penhallow, who had devoted
himself effectually to the succses of the institution. A number
of speeches in Japanese, and a general hilarity among all present,
rendered the entertainment eminently agreeable.

{The Ambherst Record, September 1, 1880]
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Supporo Agricultural College

[sic])

To President William P. Brooks.

We undersigned your humble pupil, are exceedingly sorry to
hear that your illness lasts so long that till this day you are
unable to discharge your business. But, at the same time we are
glad to hear that you are getting better and better day after day.
We eagerly' desire that you would soon become quite well, and
to have our duties under you.

‘Sir, .we are rather perplexed and feel unwilling to bring out
and place before you the following matter, which contrary to our
affection and which seems rather impudent and impolite; yet

notwithstanding these, we are hard pressed by it, and are in the

strongest necessity of stating it.

;Over many hundred miles; through the foaming waves and over
hoary mountains, from the _crowded city to the secluded and soli-
tary place, which a few years ago had been so desolate and dreary,
that the only inhabitants were semibarbarian Ainos; leaving behind
us our parents, brothers and friends, we have come out to promote
the welfare of our country; and in order to render our country
prosperous, we must make our agricultural system more el[ay(;rate

1C,
and extensive. This is the arch-object upon which this qulege
was established; and agriculture, like many sciences has its foun-
dation to practice rather than to theory.

Now the teachings of agriculture and that of manual labor are
assigned to you, but now, you are in a position of being unable
to teach your humble pupil and to discharge the heavy duties
which the director has confided to you.

Reflecting back, more than fourty days have elasped since we
have ceased to work upon our manual labor, and as winter ap-
proaches, we shall soon be in a situation to relinguish our works
for several months. Sixty days have passed awa;Sl:i]nce our entrance

to this college, and from that time forward, only twice we have

experienced our most useful and important duty — that of manual
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labor.,

This is the unhappy prospect for us, and wogld be’ more so, if
the labor been stopped longer. We are now in a position as a
child before maturity; his future care is based upon the education
of his earlier days, if he is brought up in an active way and
carefully educated, he will certainly become a man if business;
but on the contrary, if his education had been neglectegjcjlxe would
become a man of no hope; so our future development lies at this
moment; if we now cease our manual labor, even for a time, we
have less chance of working in pure air, which is indispensable to
health; and if we remain long in this state, it will soon become
our habits, and would be enslaved by it, then we have our limits
indeveloped, our bodies lose much of their stimulus we become
lazy and torpid; then the mind surrounded by such discouraging
circumstances will droop and wither away like a plant in an uncon-
genial air, and at last would sink into a kind of listless aparly
from which to recover would be a task of infinite difficulty.

As we have.stated a few lines back manual labor as applied to

agriculture is the most important and useful, and as its experi-

ence is the foundation of our future development, we apprehend

that even for a time, we must not cease to work it, and to shrink
back from it is quite contrary to our volition and will.

But, unhappily nature as if conspiring against us has rendered
the profesor, under whom we labour, unable to do his business;

[sic]
our deppression and anxiety stick deeper as your illness last lon-

(sicl
ger:

Although the art is long, but the time is fleeting, and as we
shall never gain the time, we are ina tip-toe expectation of work-
ing manual labour this month, the next month is November, snow
will begin to fall, and we shall soon be obliged to stop our field-
work for several months, If this be the case this year twice and
only twice we have to experience our most useful and important
occupation — the manual labour.

‘We have eagerly longed for your becoming perfectly well, but
not yet our hope had been fulfilled.

Night and day, we laboured under anxieties, as all of members
of class have imquenchable thirst for manual labour, we confined
together and aft[:;cjmuch hesitations and scruples, at last have come

to a decision that under any one we desire to labour, who shall

occupy your place for a time that is to guide us in the name of
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yours, — And as we think that the decision of this, is under
your control & in your will, we most humbly beg m,b& eagerly
solicit that you will choose any one whom you think quite fitted
for filling your place during your illness.
Therefore we have dared to place before you this petition in
spite of your illness and regardless of our impudence and rudeness.
Your most obedient and humbled pupil,
T. m,:wcrmn,m T. Hayakawa G. Hondo A. Hosokawa
M. Kashiramoto K. Kawamura T. HAEOH&JE K. Kikuchi
K. Mimasu T. Mori T. Nakagawa H. Nakane
B. Oka T. Sase S. Shiga Y. Takenobu
J. Teshima S.Watase K. Yamashita S. Yuki
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