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INSECTA MATSUMURANA

NEW SERIES 64: 1–22 MARCH 2008

NOTES ON THE SUBFAMILY SAPRININAE (COLEOPTERA: HISTERIDAE)
OF INDONESIA

By MASAHIRO ÔHARA AND SRI HARTINI

Abstract

ÔHARA, M. AND HARTINI, S. 2008. Notes on the subfamily Saprininae (Coleoptera: Histeridae) 
of Indonesia. Ins. matsum. n. s.

A total of seven species of the subfamily Saprininae are recorded from Indonesia. 
Gnathoncus sp., Saprinus (Saprinus) chalcites and Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) sinae are recorded 

 Saprinus (Saprinus) chalcites and Chalcionellus condolens are 
redescribed and illustrated.
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INTRODUCTION

Saprininae

Indonesia; Gnathoncus sp., Saprinus (Saprinus) cyaneus auricollis, S. (S.) optabilis, S. 
(S.) splendens, S. (S.) chalcites, Chalcionellus condolens, and Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus)
sinae  Gnathoncus sp., Saprinus (Saprinus) chalcites, and Hypocaccus
(Hypocaccus) sinae are newly recorded from Indonesia, and Saprinus (S.) optabilis,
S. (S.) splendens, S. (S.) cyaneus acuricollis and Chalcionellus condolens are found in 
several islands as new distributional localities. Saprinus (S.) chalcites and Chalcionellus
condolens
features. Key to the species is provided.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Methods.

hours; 4) transferred into a mixture of acetic acid and methyl salicylate (1:1) and left 
there for 15 minutes, and 5) observed in alpha-terpineol in a small dish. 

Museum acronym

Abbreviations of measurements

Abbreviations of localities
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REDESCRIPTIONS AND NOTES

SUBFAMILY SAPRININAE BLANCHARDT, 1845

Genus Gnathoncus 

Gnathoncus sp.

Gnathoncus

is a female we leave its identity tentatively unresolved until further material becomes 
available.

Genus Saprinus

Saprinus  Hister nitidulus

Saprinus (Saprinus) cyaneus cyaneus

Hister cyaneus
Saprinus laetus

Saprinus speciosus

Saprinus gayndahensis
Saprinus australasiae
Saprinus cyaneus

Specimens examined. No material of this subspecies has been available for our study.

Saprinus cyaneus cyaneus and S. c. auricollis are 
 S. c. cyaneus

elytra only, while S. c. auricollis has elytra entirely covered with dense punctation except 

Saprinus (Saprinus) cyaneus auricollis Marseul, 1855

Saprinus auricollis
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Saprinus auricollis australasiae

Saprinus cyaneocupreus

Saprinus cyaneus auricollis
Saprinus (Saprinus) cyaneus auricollis

Acacia plantation, near 
Acacia

Acacia

Acacia

Saprinus cyaneocupreus

Saprinus (Saprinus) grandiclava

Saprinus (Saprinus) grandiclava 

Specimens examined. No material of this species has been available for our study.

S. grandiclava (personal
communication).
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Saprinus (Saprinus) optabilis Marseul, 1855

Saprinus optabilis
Saprinus dives
Saprinus (Saprinus) optabilis

Saprinus (Saprinus) splendens

Hister splendens
Hister speciosus 
Saprinus speciosus
Saprinus (Saprinus) splendens

[larvae].

Saprinus specious

Saprinus (Saprinus) quadriguttatus

Hister quadriguttatus
Saprinus quadriguttatus

Specimens examined. No material of this species has been available for our study.

Saprinus (Saprinus) chalcites 

Hister chalcites 
Saprinus chalcites

Saprinus (Saprinus) chalcites
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Hister aeneus
: Kolenati, 1846: 61.

Saprinus certus

Saprinus aerosus
Saprinus aerosus var. melanocephalus
Saprinus aerosus var. prolongatus
Saprinus aerosus var. scapularis

hamate basally. Sutural stria complete; basal end united with 4th dorsal stria and apical 
end with apical stria. Surface of elytra, except scutellar area (basal half of interstices 

microscopic punctures.
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Saprinus chalcites

connected by a loop.
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Saprinus chalcites

Intercoxal disc of 1st abdominal sternum striate on each side; striae a little shortened 
apically; punctures coarse, rather dense, separated by about their own diameter, 

sculptures.
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Saprinus chalcites.
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Asia, India, Burma, Australia. New to Indonesia.

to New Guinea. I collected only one male specimen from Bali Island but probably this 
species is distributed more widely in the area.

Genus Chalcionellus

Chalcionellus condolens (Marseul, 1864)

Saprinus condolens
Hypocacculus condolens
Chalcionellus condolens

male, 

). Biometric 

medially, with a pair of setae. Mandibles sparsely and coarsely punctate laterally.

separated by 0.2 (anterior) – 1.0 (posterior) times their diameter; pronotal base covered 

apical half.

Surface of elytra, except its scutellar area (basal half of interstices between sutural and 
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covered with microscopic punctures.

rounded loop, its outer sides carinate.

about half their diameter.
Intercoxal disc of 1st abdominal sternum striate on each side; striae a little 

Chalcionellus condolens.

Male Female

– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
– –
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Chalcionellus condolens

sculptures.
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Chalcionellus condolens
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Chalcionellus condolens.
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Genus Hypocacculus
Hypocacculus

Hypocacculus (Hypocacculus) hyla (Marseul, 1864)

Saprinus hyla 
Hypocacculus (Hypocacculus) hyla

Specimens examined. No material of this species has been available for our study.

Genus Hypocaccus
Hypocaccus

Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) brahminus (Marseul, 1864)

Saprinus brahminus 
Hypocaccus brahminus
Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) brahminius (sic):

Specimens examined. No material of this species has been available for our study.

Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) brasiliensis

Hister brasiliensis 
Saprinus brasiliensis
Hypocaccus brasiliensis
Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) brasiliensis

Africa; Central and South America; Central Asia; Australia; Saudi Arabia; Canary Is., 

Hypocaccus sinae (Marseul, 1864) 

Saprinus sinae 
Hypocaccus sinae: 



16

with coarser and denser punctation than Japanese specimens, but we have not discovered 

specimens of same species. 

Hypocaccus sinae
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Species H. sinae and H. brasiliensis
H. 

brasiliensis

of H. sinae from Indonesia and 3 of them are apparently clothed with such alutaceous 

Hypocaccus sinae
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KEY TO THE INDONESIAN SPECIES OF THE SUBFAMILY SAPRININAE

2 (3) Head without frontal stria. ......................................... Genus Gnathoncus 
   ........................................................................................................... Gnathoncus sp.

..................................................................................................... Genus Saprinus

................................................................................................. S. quadriguttatus (F.)

distance between eyes on vertex.

distance between eyes on vertex. .......................................... S. grandiclava Kanaar

...................................................................................................... S. optabilis Mars.

with punctures. ............................................................... S. cyaneus auricollis Mars.
S. cyaneus cyaneus Mars.

.....................................................................................................S. splendens 
S. chalcites (Ill.)

....................................................................................... Genus Chalcionellus

................................................................................................... Ch. condolens Mars.

........................................................................................ Genus Hypocaccus
20 (21) First dorsal elytral stria nearly complete; 4th dorsal stria shortly present at base. ........ 

.......................................................... Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) brahminus (Mars.)
21 (20) First dorsal elytral stria shortened on posterior half; 4th dorsal stria present on basal 

........................................................ Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) brasiliensis

.................................................................... Hypocaccus (Hypocaccus) sinae (Mars.)

interrupted. .................................................................... Genus Hypocacculus
   ......................................................................................... Hypocacculus hyla (Mars,)
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Saprinus (Col. Histeridae), II. 

Saprinus (Col. Histeridae), III. 

Chalcionellus Zorius

Saprinus (Col. Histeridae), IV. 

Saprinus, Hypocaccus und Zorius (Col. 

e

–208.

506 pp.

pp.

Japanese).

Hister

Saprinus
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Saprinus (Coleoptera: 

Histeridae), with redescriptions of S. optabilis and S. splendens. Insecta matsumurana 
new series, 60: 31–41.
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