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Some four miles distant from one of our northern manufacturing towns, in the years 18—, was a wide and
desolate common ; a more dreary spot it is impossible to conceive——the heérbage grew up in sickly patches from
the midst of a black and stony soil. Not a tree was to be seen in the whole of the comfortless expanse. Nature
herself had seemed to desert the solitude, as if scared by the ceaseless din of the neighbouring forges; and
even Art, which presses all things into service, had disdained to cull use or beauty from these unpromising de-
mesnes. There was something weird land primeval in the aspect of the place; especially when in the long

nights of winter you beheld the distant fires and lights which give to the vicinity of certain manufactories so
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preternatural an appearance, streaming red and wild over the waste.
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In the reign of a certain Emperor, whose name is unknown to us, there was, among the Niogo and Koyi of
the Imperial Court, one who, though she was not of ‘high birth, enjoyed the full tide of Royal favor. Hence
her superiors, each one of whom had always been thinking— “I.shall be the one” gazed upon her disdainfully
with malignant eyes, and her equals and inferiors were more indignant. still.

Such being the state of affairs, the anxiety which she had to endure was great and constant, and this was
probably the reason why her health was at last so much affected, that she was often compelled to absent
herself from Court, and to retire to her residence of her mother.

Her father, who was a Dianagon, was dead; but her mother, being a woman of good sense, gave her possible
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guidance in the due performance of Court ceremony, so that in this respect she seemed but little different from
those whose fathers and mothers were still alive to. bring them before public notice, yet, nevertheless, her
friendliness made her oftentimes feel very diffident from the want of any patron of influence.

‘These circumstances, however, only tended to make the favor shown to her by the Emperor wax warmer
and warmer, and it was even showrn to such an extent as to become a warning to after-generations. There
had been instances in China in which favoritism such as this had caused natonal disturbance and disaster; and
thus the matter became a subject of public animadversion, -and it seemed not improbable that people would

begin to allude even to the example of Y&-ki-hi.
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At the Court of an Emperor (he lived it matters not when) there was among the many gentlewomen of the

Wardrobe and Chamber one, who though she was not of very high rank was favoured far beyond all the rest.
(A. Waley)
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In a cerfain reign there was a lady not of the first rank whom the emperor loved more than any of the
others. (E. Seidensticker)
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Since my depature for this dark journey,
Makes you so sad and lonely,
Fain would I stay though weak and weary,

And live for your sake only !



The sound of the wind is dull and drear
Across Miyagi’s dewy lea,
And makes me mourn for the motherless deer ,

That sleeps beneath Em‘mmvmm tree.
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At the sound of the wind that binds the cold dew on Takagi moor, my heart goes out to the tender lilac

stems.
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I leave you, to go the road we all must go.

The road I would.choose, if only I could, is the other.

At the sound of the wind, bringing dews to Miyagi Plain
I think of the tender hagi upon the moor.
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The stag at eve had drunk his fill,
Where danced the moon on Monan’s rill,
And deep his midnight lair had made
In lone Glenariney’s hazel shade;
But, when the sun his beacon red
Had kindled on Benvoirlich’s head,
The deep-mouth’d bloodhound’s heavy bay

Resounded up the rocky way,
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And faint, from farther distance borne.

Were heard the clanging hoot and horn.
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II.
As Chief, who hears his warder call,
“To arms! the foemen storm the wall,”
The antler’d monarch of the waste
Sprung from his heathery couch in haste.

But, ere his fleet career he took,
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The dew-drops from his flanks he shook ;
Like crested leader proud and high,
Toss’d his beam’d frontlet to the sky;

A moment gazed adown the dale,

A moment snuff’d the tainted gale,

A moment listen’d to the ery,

That thicken’d as the chase drew nigh ;
Then, as the headmost foes appear’d,
With one brave bound the copse he clear’d,
And, stretching forward free and far,
Sought the mild heaths of Uam-Var.
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But scarce again his horn he wound,
When lo! forth starting ‘at the sound,

From underneath an aged oak,
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That slanted from the islet rock,
A damsel guider of its way,

A little skiff shot to the bay,

That round the promontory steep
Led its deep line in graceful sweep,
Eddying in almost viewless wave,

The weeping willow-twig to lave,

And kiss, with whispering sound and slow,

The beach of pebbles bright as snow.
The boat had touch’d this silver strand,
" Just as the Hunter left his stand,

And stood conceal’d amid the brake,
To view this Lady of the Lake.

The maiden paused, as if again

She thought to catch the distant strain.
With head up-raised, and look intent,
And eye and ear attentive bent,

And locks flung back, and lips apart,
Like monument of Grecian art,

In listening mood, she seem’d to stand,
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The guardian Naiad of the strand. (| A3&)
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At length, with Ellen in a grove

He seem’d to walk, and speak of loVe; '
She listen’d with a blush and sigh,

His suit was warm, his hopes were high,
He sought her yielded hand to clasp,
And a cold gauntlet met his grasp;

The phantom’s sex was changed and gone,

Upon its head a helment shone;

Slowly enlarged to giant size,

With darken’d cheek and threatening eyes,
The grisly visage, stern and hoar,

To Ellen still a likeness bore. —
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“Soldier, rest! they warfare o’er,
y

Sleep the sleep that knows not breaking ;
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Dream of battled fields no more,

Days of danger, nights of waking.
In our isle’s enchanted hall,

Hands unseen thy couch are strewing,
Fairy strains of music fall,

Every sense in slumber dewing.
Soldier, rest! thy warfare oer,
Dream of fighting fields no more;
Sleep the sleep that knows no breaking,

Morn of toil, nor night of waking.

“Nor rude sound shall reach thine ear,
Armour’s clang, or war-steed champing,
Trump nor pibroch summon here
Mustering clan, or squadron tramping;
Yet the lark’s shrill fife may come
At the day-break from the fallow,
And the bittern sound his drum,
Booming from the sedgy shallow.

Ruder sounds shall none be near,
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Guards nor warders challenge here;
Here’s no war-steed’s neigh and champing,

Shouting clans, or squadrons stamping.”
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“Huntsman, rest! thy chase is done,

While our slumb’rous spells assail ye,
Dream not, with the rising sun,

Bugles here shall sound reveillé.’
Sleep ! the deer is in his den;

Sleep ! thy hounds are by thee lying;
Sleep ! nor dream in yonder glen,

How thy gallant steed lay dying.
Huntsman, rest! thy chase is done,
Think not of the rising sun,
For at dawning to assail ye,

Here no bugles sound reveillé.”
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