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Pattern Analysis of Language Standardization
in the Coast Dialect in Western Hokkaido
)

Fumio INOUE

This is a report of an all-resident language survey‘ in a fishing village in western
Hokkaido, which was formed in the late Yedo era by immigrants from the Northern Tohoku
district. '

Social composition of the speakers and psychological aspects of the dialect are examined,
and frequencies of usage of main word-forms obtained in the research are shown, dividing the
speakers by age-groups, sex and native place.

A technique of multivariate analysis called Hayashi’s Quantification Theory Type 3 (the
Quantification of Pattern Analysis) is applied to the same data, and the word-forms are
classified into five groups.

Then the relationship between these five groups and nonlinguistic factors (properties) of
the speakers is examined. The following tendencies are found : Typical users of Standard
Japanese (zenkoku-kyotstigo) are young, female, white-collar workers of good education ;
Local standard (chiho-kyotstigo) : middle-aged workers of poor education ; New dialect
(shin-hogen) : school children ; Middle dialect (chkd-hogen).: middle-aged workers of poor
education ; Old dialect (ko-hogen) : old fishermen of poor education. '

Glottograms (diagrams plotting each speaker by age on one axis and the location of his
house on the other) of each word are then considered. Some word-forms are found to be
used by speakers of similar ages and others are used by neighbors, showing probable routes
of diffusion of words within this small community.

Some related problems, including the possibility of a combination of linguistic geo-

graphy, sociolinguistics and psycholinguistics are then discussed.
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