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The Referential Functions of Demonstrative Pronouns

Shiro Imai
Department of Psychology, Hokkaido Umversﬂcy

Abstract

Some theories have been presented on the reference do.mains of demonstrative pronouns.
These theories, however, seem to be based onthe private experiences, and have never been
tested ‘experimentally. In the present research we built up a cognitive model of the re-
ference domain of demonstrative pronouns which was based upon a few working hypotheses.
Then, we carried out an experiment to test the previous theories as well as our model.
Experimental results supported our cognitive model, but were against any theories or models
which would predict either a symmetric reference domain or a fixed domain independent of
the relative location or orientation of two persons who carry on a dialogue. With these
experimental results we discussed relationship between reference domain and dynamic space
‘cognition, and we concluded that the functional characteristic of the demonstrative pronoun
rests on our dynamic space Cognition as well as the principle of efficiency in the referential
function.
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