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ASCH AR

(Summary)
The Grammatical Processes of the Japanese Verb

Shirota Shun

The purpose of this article is the strictly synchronic formal analysis of the conjugational
pattern of present-day Standard Japanese.

Any Japanese verbal form comprehends a stem and a desinence (syntactical suffix). A
stem may include a stem-suffix (derivational suffix), e. g. tabe+rare, or be unsuffixed, e. g.
tabe. Two types of desinential morphemes are to be distinguished ; a “final suffix” which
can occur without being followed by another desinential suffix, e. g. tabe-ru ; a “postfix”
which may be added to a final suffix, e. g. tabe-ru - daroR. The stem-suffixes and final
suffixes are divided into vocalic and non-vocalic. The vocalic suffixes begin with a vowel, e.
g. kak+are, kak-oR. The non-vocalic suffixes begin with a consonant, e. g. tabe+na(-),
tabe-ta, or consist of a zero, e. g. tabe.  This dichotomy is the momentous principle of
the Japanese conjugational pattern.

The vocalic suffixes have the juncture consonants and non-vocalic suffixes the juncture
vowels.

In Japanese the following grammatical meanings (categories) are expressed by using
stem-suffixes : voice, status, subject referent honorific and addressee honorific. Mood,
tense, presumptive and evidential are expressed by using desinences.

The final suffixes are divided into (1) zero, and (2) real desinences—(a) monosyllabic and
(b) polysyllabic —containing either two or three syllables. The infinitive, which carries the
minimal grammatical information, has the zero desinence and the gerund, which expresses
simultaneousness, has the three syllabic desinence.

The combination of final suffixes beginning with,/t,/with the preceding consonantal
stem is governed by the law of sandhi.

The appeal forms employ the vocalic desinences. In indicative moods vocalic desinences
are used for unmarked forms (present and non-negative) and consonantal ones for marked
forms (preterite and negative).

With relatively few exceptions desinences expressing negation have ,n“in the

morphemes and ,“a, as a juncture vowel.
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