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abstract

A Study of Communities, Associations,

and Communication in Civil Society:
Civil Public Sphere Interpreted by the Ideal Model of the Chonaikai

TAKAHASHI Michiko

Nowadays civil society in Japan is in the midst of a great transformation
atatime when 'publicness', which used to belong to the authorities, should now
involve those whom are concerned with administrative and fiscal reforms. Con-
sequently, people in local communities have growing commitments to partici-
pate in policymaking directly, in a so-called 'partnership'. Furthermore, there is a
growing interest in how the authorities should reform their environmental, wel-
fare, and urban development policies at the regional level. It is certain that deci-
sion-making should depend on how well the residents of the local district facili-
tate consensus-building efforts among themselves. Prior to accomplishing agree-
ment, mutual understanding is called for by means of communication in the local
community. This is the reason why | discuss the theoretical possibilities of the
Chonaikai (neighborhood association) within the framework of civil public sphere
(Harbermas 1973), that is described as a communication space in order to present
an ideal model of the Chonaikai. | argue that the ideal model should be consid-
ered as a voluntary association, in which the people establish agendas relevant
to self-evident 'living', some of which might result in the raising of political issues
in civil society by means of intersubjective communication.
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