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Autonomous Tourism by Open-source Management:
Participation of Tourists to Tourism Design Process and its Mechanism
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In the community-based tourism in Japan, much attention has been paid for an
autonomous tourism. It is recognized as one of the conditions for achieving sustainable
tourism at local level. Although there are many studies to document sustainability of tourism,
there is no clear definition for the autonomous tourism. This study attempts to define
and illustrate the autonomous tourism and its nature. It is the type of tourism that local
community takes the initiative in management of tourism. At the same time, authors stated
that the participation of tourists in tourism design process is related to the autonomy. To
achieve autonomous tourism with proactive participation, “open- source” management that
utilizes knowledge of tourists is strongly recommended. In addition, authors apply “circuit
model” to create open-source Tourism management. To facilitate the model, intermediary and
interpreter are important factors. Feasibility study of autonomous tourism by open-source
management is carried out on “Forest KOZAN” and “NEOS” in Hokkaido.
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