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The Evaluation of Economic Value of Bird
‘Watching : an Application of Travel Cost Method
and Contingent Valuation Method

Asami Shikida

ABSTRACT

This study reports on a survey of bird watching in Hegurajima off Noto peninsular using
both a TCM (travel cost method) and a CVM (contingent valuation method). Hegurajima is
a small island located at 50 km north of Noto peninsular extended in the sea of Japan. The
island is famous as one of the best places for bird watching in Japan and receives more than
800 birders in 1994. There has been renewal of interest in the economic value of birder visitations.
However, no study have never been tried to estimate the economic value of bird watching
in Japan. The result of this study was that the consumer surplus of the bird watching is about
14,420,000 yen per year using TCM, while that of CVM is about 43,720,000 yen. These results
lead to the conclusion that economic analysis of environmental value can contribute to the
cost allocation of environmental conservation and future visitor management of the island.
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