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William James’s “Science of Religions” and

the Existence of God

Masahiko HORI

For James, the existence of God is not merely what must be confessed, but
what must be made plausible by some proof or evidence. He paid attention
to the religious men’s mystical experiences as their own proof for the exis-
tence of God. But, he also emphasized the significance of “science of reli-
gions”, which ask for more “objective” evidence for it.

E. B. Suckiel criticizes James’s persistence to such a science. This paper
offers a counterargument to her argument. James’s persistence to science is,
in my opinion, based upon his own deep want to make our life worth while

living.
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