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Difficulty and Learning Needs in Oncologic Nursing for Chemotherapy
at Hospital in Hokkaido

Tamami HAMADA, Naoko MIYAJIMA
(Division of Nursing, Department of Health Sciences, School of Medicine, Hokkaido University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify difficulty and learning needs in oncologic nursing for che-
motherapy at a hospital in Hokkaido.

Questionnaires were mailed, and respondents at thirty two of hospitals (more than 200 beds) in
Hokkaido were divided into three hospitals as university hospitals, oncology hospitals, and general hospitals.
The data (response rate 50.5%) with 443 (each 126,34,283) valid responses were analyzed by using descrip-
tive statistics and Mann-Whitney test and Kruskal Wallis test (p<0.05).

As a result, the respondent in this study were identified some of great difficulty in symptom man-
agement, such as alopecia and in stress management, such as conducting effective education for the elderly
or patients with cognitive disturbance. Learning needs were identified in common topic of symptom man-
agement and stress management.

There were statistical significance about difficulty among three hospitals in Hokkaido, most respon-
dents had an in-service education program at oncology hospital, while less were of a significance at general
hospitals (p<0.01). The result suggests that the necessity for nurses at general hospitals to construct a sys-

tem of continuing education program offered to meet their needs, in particular.

Keywords: oncologic nursing, chemotherapy, difficulty, learning needs, Hokkaido
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