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OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE CHAIR

1972






Professor TOSHIO ISHIKAWA

Toshio IsHikKAWA was born in Tokyo on January 3, 1909, as the third son
of Kozo and Tama SHIMOTOMAI. He spent youth in Morioka where he was
educated at the primary and middle schools. In 1930, when he completed the
preparatory course of the Hokkaido Imperial University (now Hokkaido
University), the Department of Geology and Mineralogy was established by the
rising professors who had returned from study at European universities. He
entered the new Department and there studied petrology under the late Prof.
Jun Suzukl, geology and palacontology under the late Prof. Takumi NAGAoO,
economic geology under Prof. Kunio UwAToko, and mineralogy under Prof.
Zyunpei HARADA .

IsHikawA graduated from the university in 1933, and after two year’s study
at the Hokkaido Industrial Research Institute, he returned to his school. In
1939 he was appointed Assistant Professor. He contributed greatly to the
various scientific projects proposed by the late Prof. Jun Suzuki, under whose
stimulating guidance he gradually focused his study on volcanology. In 1946 he
was awarded the Degree of Rigaku-Hakushi (Doctor of Science) on the basis of
his study on the petrology of Tarumai volcano. In the next year, he was
appointed Professor in the Department of Geology and Mineralogy, a position
which he held until his retirement in 1972. ISHIKAWA taught mainly petrology
at the university, where he trained many able geologists and petrologists.

IsHIKAWA’s works cover a wide field of geological science as shown by the
list of his publications. However, since his pioneer work on the Tarumai
volcano and Shikotsu caldera, his lifework has been devoted to the study of
volcanology and allied sciences. Many of the volcanoes in northern Japan and
Kurile islands were investigated by him. He has contributed to a better
understanding of many important problems such as formation of caldera,
extrusion of lava domes, genesis of sulfur deposits, origin of hot springs, and so
on. The whole history of the evolution of Showashinzan, a satellitic dome of
Usu volcano that erupted in 1943-45. was studied by him in detail. Further, he
carried out an extensive study of the petrological features of rocks within each
of the volcanic zones that extend throughout the Japanese and Kurile islands.
Throughout his works he has built a reputation for sound judgement. He enjoys
field work and has made excursions at home and to the Kurile islands (many
times during 1932-1941), Saghalien (1938), Korea (1941 and 1944), China
(1942), Europe and USA (1963), and South America (1971).

IsHIKAWA has served as a member of many geological committees in Japan.
In 1969 he was nominated Leader of the Working Group on the World

Volcanological Map of the International Association of Volcanology and
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Chemistry of the Earth’s Interior (1AVCEI) as a successor of the late Prof.
Hisashi Kuno. He compiled the World Volcanological Map and its Data Sheet in
cooperation with volcanologists in many parts of the world. In 1970 he was
elected President of the Volcanological Society of Japan.

IsHIKAWA’S services have not been confined to academic circles. He has also
contributed to society as a whole as an active member of various committees
for cultural studies, nature conservation, disaster prevention, hot springs, and
geothermal exploration.

Although his retirement from the chair of professorship at Hokkaido
University approaches, IsHIKAwWA is still in good health and active in scientific
work.
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