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Midwife’s Professional Duty in a Civil Case

—— On the Care of Neonatal Jaundice ——

Sadako Yoshimura

Abstract

In this article the author intended to clarify midwife’s obligation on her professional care
through analyzing a civil case concerning neonatal jaundice which affirmed her fault.

A lower court, dealing with a case occured in 1974, charged an obligation to examine the
Rh blood type test of a pregnant woman and her husband to a midwife who cared this woman

in her own clinic.

The court then held her fault as to the delay of consulting a doctor as a

result of her lack of proper observation on nuclear icterus of newborn baby caused by incom-
patibility of the Rh blood type between mother and child.

Thus following action was decided as midwife’s professional duty in this case : to confirm
the Rh blood type of a pregnant woman and her husband ; to observe general condition of
newborn baby indicating jaundice ; and to make an immediate report and consult a doctor if
abnormal symptoms or sign of patient was observed.
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