HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY

Title INZE & fEBRFEMEIC D W T DEEDERH : 6FEROMAET VIr—h&Y
Author (s) A, CEX
Citation BB RZERRMEHAZMRLE, 2, 23-31
Issue Date 1989-11
Doc URL https://hdl. handle.net/2115/37504
Type departmental bulletin paper
File Information 2 23-32. pdf

Hokkaido University Collection of Scholarly and Academic Papers : HUSCAP




M4IE & B EFEREIC DWW T DSk DR
— G EBDOAET > —F L) —

SRSV

General Ideas on Brain Death and Organ Transplantation

—— Among the Students of Entrance Classes during
the Past Six Years——

Nishio Nakamura

Abstract

During the six years from 1984 to 1989, 231 students ( 61 male and 170 female ) entering our
school (Laboratory Technology course ) have answered a questionaire concerning brain death
and organ transplantation.

138 (60%) of them replied that the time of death of a person should be when brain function
ends, while 79 (34%) answered that it should be when the heart-beat ceases.

However, 129 students (more than half ) believed that spontaneous respiration at brain
death was possible and 52 (nearly a quarter ) thought that the heart would not beat alone
following brain death.

Concerning the question of organ transplantation 166 students (72%) supported the idea,
adding the suggestion that donors should have been registered beforehand. On the other hand
31 (139%) seemed to be against organ transplantation itself.

The rest (15%) could not come to a conclusion, because they were uncertain how they
would behave themselves on the death of their own relatives.

Supposing that these were representative of the ideas of this age group in Japan, more than
60% of people might be ready to recognize brain death and organ transplation in the near
future. However, a lack of the scientific knowledge with some misunderstanding of the subject
should be considered.

In conclusion it is recommended that the people of our country should be given more precise
information of these matters.
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