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An analysis of saccadic eye movement in normal children

Tatsuo Hatta, Junko Fukushima* and Takashi Yamada**

Summary

We have examined saccadic eye movements in 25 normal children (4—11 years old) and 11

adults (20—41 years old).

Visually guided saccade tasks of 12, 8, 24 degrees were assigned to

each subject, and amplitude, latency and peak velocity were analyzed. There was no statisti-

cally significant difference in amplitude and velocity of saccades between children and adults.

However, children showed longer Latencies of saccades than those of adults.

Latencies of

saccades in children decreased as they grew up. These results suggest a dissociation of the

development in initajon and execution of saccadic eye movement.
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