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Consideration on educational systems
of midwives in Japan and Germany

Hitomi Matsuda, Rumi Yokoyama and Shigenori Suzuki

Abstract
In our country, the declining birth rate is going to be a great social problem, which has
never been before experienced in our history. This phenomenon has played a negative role for

the midwives, who took a great part in supporting perinatal medicine.

Additionally the formal education of midwives in Japan especially before the second world

war, was quite similar to that of in Germany.

Therefore, we have compared the educational situation of midwives as well as the function

of midwives from an historical ponit of view. According to our evaluation, the speciality and
function of midwives depend on the medical legal of midwives.

As far as the functional activity of midwives is concerned, there is a difference between

Japan and Germany.

In Japan the midwife plays a role in supporting the life cycle of women. On the otherhand

in Germany the activity of the midwife is mainly limited to the perinatal period.
In Japan, the activity of midwives is not limited to assistance at childbirth, and therefore
the declining birth rate does not directly threaten the existence of midwives.

Nevertheless assintance at childbirth is to preserve lives, both mothers and newborm

infants.

Recently according to the declinig birth rate there is a risk “Midwives are not necessary”.
It must be established again, what is the essential and what is the true function of midwives

in the near future.
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