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The Problem of Nursing Labor
Shortage in Japan
— Especially on Underlying Factors——

Aiko Sawada

Abstract
This paper shows you the problem of serious nursing labor shortage in today’s Japan.

Now in Japan nurses’ shortage number is about fifty thousand. If you don’t take efficient

measures to solve it, it is clear that the shortage problem will be still more serious with an

advanced aging society. Moreover, it is estimated that eighteen years’ population will

decrease from now on.

Main factors which brought us current nursing labor shortage are rapid increase of hospital

beds from 1986 to 1989, poor nursing labor conditions, nurses’ subordinate position in working

places, and so on.
in our society.

We can see that under these factors the culture of slight to nursing is present

Well, why has Japanese society made light of nursing ? We can think 3 points ; traditional

discrimination against women, our slight religious mentality and our short history of hospital

nursing.

To solve this problem, we need first to change our values drastically, for example, change

from materialism to priority of human’s heart etc. We cannot solve it with haphazard policy.

Now we must produce nursing culture newly to this society.
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