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On the Background of Schnitzler’s Literature

Kanzo Kato

Abstract

Schnitzler was a writer who pursued a career as a novelist in Vienna where there existed

double-faced aspects of new and old, traditional and innovative, long-established and newly-

rising, and gay and dull.

It has been said that his works are a curious mixture of irony and

nostalgy, casualness and elegance, skepticism and intelligence, and idleness and melancholy.

The present paper, putting aside the emotional image of the novelist, discusses fundamen-

tals of the writer from the following viewpoints: 1) the relationships between positivists’

medicine and Schnitzler’s writings and 2) the double feature of the society of Vienna.
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