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Mother’s Opinions on Child Care under the Influence of

Traditional Gender-Roles in Japan
—Study on the Mother’s Expected Roles in Society—

Yukiko Onishi and Sadako Yoshimura

Abstract

There are continuing internal gender-roles under paternalism after the "IE” system was
broken in Japan.

We conducted a questionnaire survey in order to analyze mothers with infants opinions
on how the mother’s role and child care.

1. 86.99% of mothers became house wives after they got married and became pregnant.
Many mothers take the role of leader with regards to child care. Also they almost all
thought that child care is a job without compensation and that there is a strong need for
maternal instinct or love.

2. 85.49% of families were classified as nuclear family. Many families didn’t have the
type of support expected from a husband. Though husbands discharged mental support for
their wives, they didn’t take a major role in child care.

3. Mothers who did not persuade self-realization felt that there were conflicts with
regards to the expected gender-roles in their society, while mothers who persuaded self-
realization felt that there weren’t. Many mothers thought if the society provided for child
care costs, they would want to have many children.

Thus we recognized that many mwothers feel there is a gap between gender-roles and
actual life style.
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