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Hepatitis B

Shiho Hiratsuka, Yoko Sato, Setsuko Morishita and Sadako Yoshimura*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine the extent to which university nurs-
ing schools, junior college nursing schools, and midwifery nursing schools have im-
plemented preventive means of safeguarding students against Hepatitis B. A
nationwide survey was conducted by means of a questionnaire addressed to nurs-
ing schools. The results of the survey are as follows:
1. Eighty-five percent of nursing schools and 68.0% of midwifery schools educate
their students about the necessity for antigen antibody tests for Hepatitis B: 78.4%
of nursing schools and 52.0% of midwifery schools educate their students about
the need for vaccination against Hepatitis B.
2. Antigen antibody testing for Hepatitis B was conducted at 72.2% of nursing
schools and 64.0% of midwifery schools. Vaccination against Hepatitis B was pro-
vided to all students by 25.8% of nursing schools and 16.0% of midwifery schools.
3. Forty percent of nursing schools and 80% of midwifery schools adhere to a poli-
cy of not assigning students to hospital practicum in wards where patients test
positive for Hepatitis B.
4. About 60% of nursing schools and midwifery schools responded by suggesting
that vaccination for Hepatitis B is necessary for students.
5. About 50% of nursing schools and about 30% of midwifery schools provide in-
fectious disease control manuals and maintain a reporting system.
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It is clear that each nursing school, though recognizing the need to guard
students against Hepatitis B, deals differently with prevention and student educa-

tion regarding this disease.

We conclude that it is necessary to establish standardized preventative measures
to safeguard against accidental infection of students during hospital practicum.
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