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A consideration of psychopathology and ”caseness”
Makoto Daiguji

Abstract

In psychiatric clinical practice, treatments, especially during hospitalization are often
carried out against patients’ will. In the early phase, various kinds of trouble are liable
to appear in the personal community surrounding a probable patient and the family. This
condition has been called as ”"caseness” by Kato in order to distinguish it from “illness”,
the morbid condition of the patients. Here, we examine two cases of mental disorders, the
kinds of which were often encountered in clinical practice and indicated that the concept of
caseness, which is usually used in the field of rehabilitation, is also underlying in the con-
ceptual definition of psychopathology. However, this situation did not obscure the
psychopathological definition, but instead made it more appropriate from the clinical as-
pect. In addition, the necessity of changing this viewpoint was indicated by mental disor-
ders which have been previously assessted with the whole of conventional conceptual
definitions of psychopathology, but should instead be regarded as disorders in which the
symbiotic relationship in the community is disturbed.
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