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On the Use of Sibling Data to Estimate the Effects of
Family on Educational Attainment

Kazushi Hirasawa

Abstract

This article traces how to use sibling data from studies of rates of return to education to

sibling resemblance.

collected and analyzed by economists and sociologist in the United States.

Sibling data such as WLS, Kalamazoo, Lincoln, NASIS, and HSB were

In the 1970s,

economists used sibling data to ascertain whether family biased estimates of the pure economic

effects of education on income.

In the 1980s, based on analysis of covariance structures,

sociologist started to use them to divide the effect of family on educational attainments into a

between-family effect and a within-family effect.

Their works are useful especially for

Japanese sociologists to analyze the initial sibling data collected in Japan.

Keywords: sibling resemblance, educational attainment, family background
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