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Problems on the Pre-Okhotsk Culture in Sakhalin

VASILEVSKI Alexander

The sites of Yuzhnaya 2, Kedrinka, Baklan and Pavlovka, very similar to each other, were
discovered in 1985-1989 in southeast of Sakhalin. The Aniwa culture, dated back by "C to
2,710-2,250 BP was distinguished. Supposedly, its calendar (calibrated) age should be about 500-300
BC.

A complex of this culture is characterized by such features as:
» a concentrated structure of the settlements at maritime sites;

> subterranean type of pit dwellings of oval shape;

earth walls of houses coated with white clay;

fireplaces with circles of stones;

flat bottom vessels decorated by the typical Jomon pattern (oblique rope impressions), apertures on
the rim, and horizontal string impressions (Aniwa type);

* stone industry based on the utilization of obsidian as a main raw material for tool

manufacturing;

+ stemmed knives and trapezoid scrapers, one angle pointed.

By the complex of these features the Aniwa culture is very close to the Hokkaido cultures of Epi
Jomon, and this makes us think it to be the most northern branch. The appearance of the Epi Jomon
in Sakhalin is the archaeological reflection of the movement of the Paleo-Ainu tribes to the North.
Aniwa type pottery is different from that Epi Jomon pottery which was found in the southwest and in
the middle south of Sakhalin island.

The problems of the origin of Susuya pottery and of the connections between Susuya and the Epi
Jomon people came into existence since the Susuya type pottery was distinguished by Professor Ito
Nobuo. In the 1930s and also in the 1980s and 90s some sites of Epi Jomon origin were discovered.
The author proves Susuya to be a separate archaeological culture which played a role of the cultural
fundament of the Okhotsk cultures, appearing in the 1st millennium AD. The Aniwa culture was
distinguished as a variant of the Epi Jomon on the basis of new information in the 1980s and 90s.

It is supposed that during that period different cultural groups of Epi Jomon societies were
penetrating Sakhalin from the south and settled there. According to the calibrated radiocarbon dates,
the peak of migration was about 5™ to 2" centuries BC. We noticed that the complexes of Susuya
and Epi Jomon are situated in the same archaeological layers. It is supposed that within the early
Susuya time (5" to 2™ centuries BC ) these two cultures coexisted in southern Sakhalin. North
Sakhalin culture population (Nabil’ type) was neighbor to the latter, seeing very similar to the

culture of Susuya.

Correspondence to: Institute of History, Sociology & Law, Sakhalin State
University, Lenin st., 290, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, 693008, Russia.

E-mail vasilevski@sakhgu.ru 1
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Bacunesckuii, A.A. 1995 Koppeknusg paguo-
yriIe pOLHBIX AaTHPOBOK M abCONIOTHASI XPOHO-
JOTHS apXeoNOTHYeCcKHX KYyJALTYp Ha OC-
tpoe Caxanun. Kpaegedueckuil 6ionnemens.
FOoscno - Caxanunck. Ne2.c.93- 110.

Bacunsescxuit, P.C. 1973 [pesnue Kynvmypuor
Tuxooxeancrxozo Cesepa. HoBocubupcxk.

Bacunsesckuii, P.C., Tony6es, B. A. 1976 [peen-

ue nocenenusn na Caxanune — Cycylickaa cmo-
anxa. Hopocubupck.
Tony6es, B.A. 1973 Apxeosaoeuveckue namam-
nuxu Caxanurckoit o 6aacmu. YOxuo-CaxanmHck
Koswsipera, P.B. 1967 [pesnuii Caxarun. Jlenunrpan.
Wy6un, B.O. 1977 JlokaavHblii 6apuanm 0x0-
mckod xynomypu Ha o.Caxanun. Juc.
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e NaMATHUK, MNCTOYUHUK, uidp nepBuYHasA Kammubpos-s Kamunbp.
T npeanosiaraeMeli BO3pacT M |obpaseus] nara BP maTta AD/BC JaTta BP
KynbTypa, aeBTOpel cbopa u
obpaboTku obpazua
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. |03épcrl, xmuals, lyGux MAT 1600£100 495+105 1455105 -
) 678
2 Ozépckl, xmal), Hybun MAT 1590200 460+200 14904200
’ 669
5 (Meic KpyTusni, mypd, MAT 1700£100 347+100 1603£100
‘IT'opbyHoB 675
llaxTépckl, obHaxeHue, 1COAH 1780+60 278+65 1672465
4.
My 6y1H 1024
5 _|03épcxl, xuals, lyGun MAT 1750£100 3154105 1635+105
i 679
¢ |XyzHeuosol, cio#z,ouar oBry 1640£340 3504330 1600£330
"|Bacuyenckuii, 'onyben 90
WBaHOBKa, packon 1, THnr 185080 158186 1792+86
" 7.|mepeBAHHEDNT CcTONO, 270
TopOyHOB, BacuieBCKUM
g |Cycya 1,packom, COAH 1850£150 1974193 17534193
" |BacuiseBCKuit 1025
g |O3épckl, cron 0,9M,llySun | COAH 1920455 84+48 1866+48
’ 1019
10| 03¢epcxl, cnoitl, dm, llyGus CORH 11910465 77457 1873457
1018
11| Tapanan 1,mypd, Uyoux COAH 1970445 50+38aD 1900£38
1022




JATUPOBKM IO POXIECTBA XPUCTORA / BC /

12.|Tapanan 1,mypd, MyOun COAH 2050430 31445 1981%45
1021
13./Cycya 1, packomn, COAH 2040+65 26+78 1976+78
BacuibeBCKUMA 783
14.0z&pckrl, xmnl5, WyOud MAT 2070£100 1124157 2062+157
677
15.|Tapanat 1, mypd, WyOus COAH10 |2155%65 2274127 2145+127
23
16.|Craponybckoe 3,04uar Mexny |AA 2265+30 385+10 233510
Jxmsmmamy 99 m 100, marap 20865 335+10 2285410
Ha kepammke 3Snm HO3eMOH,
Bacunepcxkuy, Kyz3pMHUE,
Jull
17.|KysHeuorol, ciuou 2, OBTY 2384+270 4954325 2445%325
ouar, Bacunesckui, loanybes |91
18./Cycya 1, packomn, COAHT8 | 2520+35 604+160 25544160
BacuibkeBCKUMA 2
19.|CBoBonuoel, wypd, WlyOmuH MAT 2700£200 762+310 2712+310
692
20.|KysHeuosol, cnomnz, odvar, |MAT 27504150 916+124 2866+124
T'ony6eB 693
21.|lOxunas 2, xuamme 1, Jle 2360+110 565+190 2515+190
BacuieBCKUA 4040
22 .\WoxHas 2, summe 1, Jle 23204160 480+280 24304280
BacuiieBCKUM 4039
23.|Ycrer—-AHCKOE, Harap Ha AR 2540+45 775+20 2725+20
kepammke Tuna Cycys C 36621
rped.orTHckoM (1893),
BacujieBCKuUi,
Kys3pMMH, KA
24 . YCcTp-AMHCKOe, OuYar u3 Beta 2550+110 603+222 25534222
KMIMIIA C KepaMMKOoMi Tula 110665
Cycysa ¢ rpebeHu.oTTHMCKOM |— (RH-
(1993), BacuiaeBCKMUHA, AYN-
Hynsm 101)
25.|Ycre~-AHCKOE . YTOJIeK U3 Beta 2340460 305+110 2255+110
yepHoOTo cJiosa (black 110666
band) , xoTopsit nosswmica | (RH-
Ha moHax nocye npuxonpa |AYN
Jonen)- - tecal. 106
26.|0xkHas 2, xunume 1, Jle 2550160 650+180 2600+£180
BacuJIeBCKUA 4038
27 .| l0xkHas 2, xuaume 1, Je 2450+100 5951195 25454195
BacunesCcKui 4041
28.|penpedianka, xumme 1, AR2313 12800%45 950+45 2900445
Harap Ha Kepamuke C 1
LHYPOBLIM OTTUCKOM
KEMUYKMHAMA
BacunenBckul, KysbMUH
29.|Ipenpednanxka, xmme 1, AR 2740%45 875+40 2825+40
25440

Harap Ha Kepammuxe C
MHYPOBEIM OTTUCKOM U
KEMY YKV HAaMM

BacuneBckuit, Ky3eMms
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