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Archacological Research at the Usti-Ainskoe Site, Sakhalin in 1993

YAMAURA Kiyoshi

We excavated a small area of the Usti-Ainskoe Site in 1993. We found a pit dwelling, which

was partly destroyed by the changes in the course of the Ainskoe river. Judging from the pottery

discovered there, the dwelling dates back to the period of Susuya pottery and Esutoru pottery

types. The ground plan of the dwelling, the positions of the post-holes and the location of the

fire place are similar to those of the Okhotsk Culture dwellings. They indicate that the Susuya

and the Esutoru people had close cultural relations with the Okhotsk culture people.
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Fig.1 Main archaeological sites and towns in Sakhalin



HifESE (BH5)
Distant view of the excavation
(from the south)

Fig.5 BHES (MEMDS)
Distant view of the excavation
Fig.2 Location of the excavated area (from the opposite side of the revier)

Fig.3 Detail map of the excavated area
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Fig.7 FHTRREIN/ALT&HEITIRKE

Pottery fragments found in the

Fig.6 R NELBRERE (B 5)
Pit-dwelling unearthed
(from the south)
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Fig.8 Plan and cross section of the excavated area

(Number in or near each hole shows the depth from the floor)
1:surface sod; 2:grey sand with charcoal; 3:grey soil; 4:grey sand with charcoal; 5:organic
material layer; 6:black soil; 7:black sand with ash; 8:layer just above the floor; 9:brown

hard sand; 10:yellow sand; and 11:black soil
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Fig.9 Pottery from the pit dwelling (1) Scale 1/2
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Fig.16 Pottery from the pit dwelling (2) Scale 1/2
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Fig.11 Pottery from the pit dwelling (3) Scale 1/2



